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Newsletter Items: 
We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 
Please email items for the December 2017 Newsletter to 
upper.trosnant@btinternet.com by Sunday 12th 
December 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
Preparing for the Season 

 
 So, the preparations for Christmas 
have started. I know, they seem to 
get earlier each year, but the shops 
have been displaying decorations, 
food and presents for Christmas for a 
good few weeks. 
 

     Whatever you think of that, there 
is no doubt that preparations are 
necessary; apart from anything else, 
there are the visits of family and 
friends over the Christmas season.  It 
is great to be able to do as much as 
possible to provide a festive and 
welcoming atmosphere. And all that 
takes time and effort – it doesn’t just happen! Many people enjoy 
spending time putting up decorations, and going to the shops to get 
what they need. 
 

     As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we need to remember that there 
were preparations for that too. And they went back centuries, not just a 
few weeks. In fact, as we read the Old Testament, there is a sense that 
everything written there is a preparation for His coming. 
 

     For example, 700 years before his birth the prophet Isaiah wrote 
these words: 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9 v 6 (NIV) 
     
The 4 weeks leading up to Christmas, in the Christian calendar, are 
known as Advent, which, according  to the dictionary, means the  arrival 
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of a notable person or thing. We mark the arrival of the most important 
and notable person ever – the Lord Jesus Christ. All the preparations 
were done – into the world he came to be born, live, die and rise again 
from the dead. And all of this so that we can come to know God. This is 
a great time to reflect on our relationship with him. 
 
     A very Happy Christmas to you all. 
     Love in Him,                    Pastor Richard 
 

 
Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for December 

 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:  
 

United Advent Service: Sunday 3rd December 4.30 pm 
 

Upper Trosnant is hosting friends from other local churches as we come together 
to prepare for the coming of Jesus into the World, and to remember the true 
meaning of Christmas.  
 

PLEASE NOTE the service is starting half an hour later than usual! 
 

 

Meet the Drews: Wednesday 13th December 7.00 pm 
“Our” BMS missionaries, David and Debbie Drew will be in town for one night only, 
during a short visit to the UK. Everyone is welcome to come along and hear more 
about their work in Nepal. 
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December 3rd 

   
am: Advent 1 - Hope Micah 5 v 1 – 6 

pm: Advent Service -  People of Hope 

December 17th  am: Advent 3 -  Joy Luke 1 v 46 – 55 

 pm: Carol Service – People of Joy 

December 24th   am: Advent 4 - Love 1 John 4 v 7 – 21 

 pm: Christmas Eve Carols – People of Love 

December 31st  am: Faith Matthew 2 v 1 – 12 

 pm: All age service – People of Faith 



Greetings from Doreen  
 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, as prophecy foretold: the Messiah, great 
David’s greater son, was born in Bethlehem, the city of David. In 
Hebrew, Bethlehem is known as ‘The house of bread’, a fitting birthplace 
for Jesus, who describes Himself as The Bread of Life. Carols and cards 
celebrate this little town – but I want to focus attention on Nazareth, 
where Jesus grew up.   
 

     Nazareth was a small place when Jesus lived there, maybe with a 
population of less than 400 people. It was a close knit, farming 
community, traditional and very careful to observe Jewish laws and 
customs. The language was Aramaic, which is a poetic language: being 
able to talk well was a valued skill. The Jewish Queen, Salome 
Alexandra, made reading and writing compulsory for all Jewish boys. To 
serve the whole of Nazareth, there was just one ancient spring of water. 
The village seems to have been held in some contempt in First Century 
Palestine. It is described as ‘a nondescript dot on the map, with not 
much to offer!’ Nearby was the luxurious Greek-style city of Sepphoris, 
controlled by Herod Antipas. Nazareth was the place which God chose, 
with selected parents and people, in which His son, Jesus – truly God 
and truly man – would grow up and develop His destiny as Saviour of 
the World!  
 

     Please consider 7 facts about Nazareth (7 is a perfect number!) 
 

1. Prophecy said that Messiah would come from Nazareth – ‘He will be 
called a Nazarene!!’ God always keeps His word.   

2. Jesus was brought up in an orthodox, God-fearing community. Do 
you recollect the Proverb, ‘Train up a child in the right way, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it?’ God was protecting the 
humanity of his son.        

3. Jesus is the Word, made flesh. His first language was rich in poetic 
expression!      

4. The entire population of Nazareth shared water from the same 
spring.  Jesus, the water of life, came to refresh the whole world. 
There is no other name whereby we can be saved! 

5. In this small community, every one mattered. Here, individuals 
were important,  family  values  were  upheld.  Consider, then , the  
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        words of Jesus:  The good  shepherd  knows each sheep by name!  
6. Jesus, the carpenter, possibly worked on some of the exotic 

buildings in Sepphoris, such a contrast to Nazareth. He identified, 
by observation, true values, and social integrity.   

7. God’s ways are not our ways – and thank Him for that! In His 
choice of Nazareth, there is wisdom which humanity often 
overlooks. Indefatigable Google offers this description: ‘Nazareth is 
famous for one thing, and one thing only. It is the home town of 
Jesus!’ Indeed, there was no other good enough to pay the price of 
sin. He only could unlock the gate of heaven and let us in.  

 

     Enjoy your Christmas – the birthday of the Saviour of the world. 
                

With love, Doreen 
 
 

A Beautiful Read: Fragrance of Faith 
 

Upper Trosnant is remarkably blessed in having several published 
authors in our congregation. But we now have one who has achieved 
the very special distinction of bringing out a trilogy! Congratulations to 
Doreen Harrison on the publication of the third book in her series of 
inspirational anthologies. Everyone who enjoyed A Bouquet of Blessings 
and A Garland of Grace can rest assured that the third in the series, 
Fragrance of Faith, maintains the very high standard that was set in the 
first two volumes.  

 
     Fragrance of Faith contains 35 short articles, each accompanied by 
an attractive and eye-catching photograph. The quality of production of 
this paperback is outstanding. The photographs are beautifully printed, 
the text is in a clear and legible font, and the pages turn easily while the 
book stays open on your lap. The volume’s size is nice to handle, and, 
as it says inside the cover, it will fit into an A5 envelope. The 
introduction suggests that this ‘is a book for a bedside 
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 table, a coffee table, for a birthday 
gift, or for a sick friend.’ It is all of 
these, and also, I would say, it is a 
book to read on the bus when you 
are coming home from work; or to 
pick up as you drink a soothing cup 
of tea; or to dip into when you are 
feeling spiritually dry and in need of 
refreshment and encouragement.  
  
     Doreen uses the small incidents 
and chance encounters of everyday 
life to draw out important truths 
about our world and about God. The 
way toast was served in a hotel, a 
remark by a rugby commentator on 
television, the brightly coloured 
stripes spotted on somebody’s 
walking stick, a visit to a care home 

where afternoon tea was served in a dainty china cup…. each 
observation leads to a story that is gentle and amusing, but imbued with 
advice that is both sensible and memorable, and always backed up by a 
clearly explained verse from the Bible.  
 
     We will all have our favourite stores here. I felt enormously chuffed 
when I discovered that my description of seeing Her Majesty the Queen 
– clad in a shocking pink hat and coat and holding a shocking pink 
umbrella to match on a wet and windy afternoon – had made it into the 
book! But when if I tell the story again I will now also remember that 
whatever the situation, there is always a way to cheer it up... Fragrance 
of Faith could be read in any order, but it begins in the winter, and 
moves through spring, summer and autumn to conclude with three 
stories for the season of Christmas. This book would make a lovely gift 
for many people. You can buy copies directly from Doreen herself, but it 
is also available online from Waterstone’s or Amazon.  

Clare Hopkins 
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Ask the Pastor 
 

 
“How could Jesus be  

both fully God  
and fully human?” 

 
 
 
 
This is a question that we are faced with each Christmas as we think of 
the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. We read in John’s Gospel: 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word WAS God. (John 1 v 1 NIV) 

 

     And so, we are being told there that Jesus indeed was God. 
Therefore, he had the nature and characteristics of God, he was with 
God when the world was created, and he has always been, as God 
himself. We cannot get our heads around that either – how God had no 
beginning. And as Jesus was God, he had no beginning either. 
 
     And then, later in the chapter we read, 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. (John 1 v 14) 
 

     In other words, the Word, by which John means Jesus, became a 
human being and lived on earth. He had all the characteristics of human 
beings, he really did have flesh and blood, and looked like other people. 
 
     How can both be true? How can someone be completely God, and 
also completely human?  
 
     The short answer is “I don’t know.”  And I  believe that John , who  
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wrote these words did not completely understand. It is also true to say 
that no human being can completely understand. 
 
     It is a mystery. But, that does not mean that we don’t believe it. 
Sadly, today, there are many people who will only believe something if 
they can completely understand it. People in Jesus’ day did not 
understand it – but there were some, like his mother Mary, who believed 
it. 
  
     As Christians, it is important that we do believe that Jesus was fully 
God and fully human, because it is essential to our salvation. Jesus had 
to be fully God, as the only person ever who has been sinless, no other 
human would do. He had to be completely human too, so that he could 
completely identify himself with us. An angel would not do either. 
 
     All that does not answer the question as to how it can be true. But, 
we can believe it, and we can ask God to help us to believe it. God has 
deliberately left it a mystery.  
 
      In the words of the well-known carol by Charles Wesley: 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,   

Christ, the everlasting Lord,   

late in time behold Him come,   

Offspring of a virgin’s womb.  

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!   

Hail, the incarnate Deity!   

Pleased as Man with men to dwell,   

Jesus, our Immanuel. 

Pastor Richard 
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Au Revoir to Eric and Audrey 
 

 It was very fitting that Upper Trosnant had a special ‘sending off’ for 
Audrey and Eric Jones in the afternoon service of October 29th. For that 
was ‘Shoebox Sunday’, and over many years Audrey has worked so hard 
for Operation Christmas Child, masterminding the operation of 
collecting, filling, checking and dispatching the boxes with great skill,  
devotion and efficiency. Her talents for designing glove puppets and 
covering shoe boxes with wrapping paper are legendary! Eric too has 
played his part, not least in transporting boxes to the collection centre.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      But this work is of course only one small part of the important part 
played in the life of Upper Trosnant by two of our longest-serving 
members. Both have served loyally as deacons in their time, and were a 
key part of the team that worked together to plan and build our hall. 
This lovely photograph was taken as the church fellowship enjoyed tea 
and biscuits there on their last Sunday in Pontypool.  
 

      Audrey and Eric have been stalwart supporters of our Church 
organisations, including the Sisterhood and the Men’s Meeting. Eric has 
also been a brilliant assistant in Sunday School, working for the last 
several years with Sue D’Aloia, where he often revealed his creative and 
musical side. Eric and Audrey are both strong supporters of BMS World 
Mission, and it was Eric who first partnered the Drew family in 
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Nepal, and then suggested that as a Church we might do so too.  
 

     Audrey and Eric have now moved to Wallingford in Oxfordshire, in 
order to live nearer to Audrey’s daughter. They are planning to attend 
Wallingford Baptist Church – which we can visit too, via its webpage: 
https://wallingfordbaptist.co.uk.  Let us pray that they will be 
happy in their new home, and that they will be as much of a blessing to 
God’s people there, as they have been to us at Upper Trosnant.  
 

Operation Christmas Child Update 
A total of 32 shoeboxes were sent off from Trosnant this year. On behalf 
of Samaritan’s purse, thank you to everyone who contributed a box, or 
gave items to go inside. The range of knitted gifts was absolutely 
fantastic and all will be greatly appreciated by the children. Thank you 
too to those who gave money towards the cost of transport for the 
boxes, especially those of you who donated anonymously.  
 

Don’t Forget!  
Don’t forget that if you wish you can send a single Christmas card to all 
your friends at Upper Trosnant – simply place the card on the 
communion table, and it will be read out and displayed in Church. After 
Christmas the cards will be arranged in an album and shared with those 
who are unable to attend services.  
 

     And how many Christmas cards will the postman bring this year? 
Please remember that you can donate the stamps to be sold in aid of 
BMS World Mission. Simply cut them out leaving 1 cm of paper around 
the stamp, and put them in the box in the Hall.   
 

Do you enjoy a Nice Natter?  
Then you are invited to Upper Trosnant’s newest meeting – it’s so new it 
doesn’t yet have a name! All ladies and gentleman are welcome to come 
along in the Hall on the second Monday of each month from 2.30 for a 
couple of hours of to enjoy fellowship and refreshments together. You 
can bring your knitting (but you don’t have to!) and ideas for other 
crafty activities are welcome. Our next meeting will be December 11th.  

For more information see:                                      Anthea Scott 
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Services/Meetings 
 

 
 

Sunday 3rd  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

United Service for Advent 

   4.30 pm Pastor Richard Miles. 

 

Sunday 10th   11.00 am The Rev. Richard Harrison. 

     4.00 pm The Rev. Richard Harrison (Communion). 

  
Sunday 17th   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (Communion). 

Carol Service  

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles. 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

Sunday 24th  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

    3.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles: Christmas Eve 

Carols. 

Sunday 31st 11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (BMS Collection) 

 4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles: All Age Service. 
 

Outreach Services 

Monday  4th   3.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Bryn. 

Monday 11th  2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios. 
  

 

 

Sisterhood Speakers 

 

Tuesdays 5th  The Rev. Richard Harrison. 

at 3 pm 12th  Celebration of Christmas led by Annmarie 

Miles. 

 19th  Sisterhood Carol Service. 
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4Mid-week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 

   

Wednesdays   6th                            Pastor Richard 
7.00 – 8.30 pm 13th   Visit from Chris and Debbie Drew 
  20th          Prayer and Mince Pies 

 
 

 
Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  

Please join us on Tuesday 5th December when Pastor Richard and 
Annmarie will be leading our Christmas celebration. Coffee is served 
from 10 – 10.30 am, and everyone is warmly invited to stay and share 
in a light lunch together.   
 
Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting 

There is no ladies meeting on the ‘3rd Thursday’ this month. Instead, 
the ladies will be going out for a meal on December 5th. All ladies are 
welcome and lift are available. See Annmarie for more details. 
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

Please join us on Tuesday 12th December at 7.00 pm, for a fellowship 
celebration of Christmas.  
 

Prayer in the Vestry: Every Monday 8.45  - 9.45 am 

Monday Night United Prayer Meetings in Torfaen 
4th December, 8 pm Prayer for CAP, at the Lighthouse Church. 

11th December, 7 pm  Prayer for Youth and children’s work in our 
valley, at Upper Trosnant. 
 

18th December, 7 pm Prayer for Youth and children’s work in our 
valley, at Upper Trosnant. 
 

Leadership Team Meeting :     Tuesday 12th December at 9.30 am 
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Weekly Rotas 
 

 

Cleaning Rota December 4th               Phil Norman 

 December 11th             Annmarie Miles 

 December 18th         Keith and Barbara Fordham 

 December 25th  Janet Jones 
 

Sunday 3rd  Flowers Helen Norman 

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door – pm Ann Price 
   

Sunday 10th  Flowers Jo Shanahan 

 Door – am Doreen Harrison 

 Teas – am  Anthea Scott 

 Door – pm Jill Morley 

   

Sunday 17th  Flowers Christmas Flowers 

 Door – am Clare Hopkins 

 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins 

 Door – pm Priscilla Pearson 
   

Sunday 24th  Flowers Christmas Flowers 

 Doors – am Anthea Scott 

 Teas – am  Rhoswyn Williams 

 Door – pm Barbara Fordham 

   

Sunday 31st  Flowers Clare Hopkins 

 Doors – am  Pam Charles 

 Teas – am Clare Hopkins 

 Door – pm  Clare Hopkins 
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Birthdays in December 
 

 

 

3rd  Barbara Fordham 
17th  Eric Jones 
19th  Mike Martin  
20th  Rhoswyn Williams 

 

 
 

Please Pray For... 
 
 
 

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us. 

• Pray that the Lord will raise up new leaders and workers in our 
Church; pray especially for the Sunday School. 

• Pray for our Advent and Christmas services. Pray that our 
invitations will be accepted, especially by those who have 
wandered away from the Lord. 

• Pray for the work of the Gospel as it is preached in Pontypool town 
centre every Wednesday morning. 

• Pray for our organisations and meetings: the Sisterhood, the 
Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting, the Men’s Meeting, the Prayer Retreat, 
the mid-week Bible Study… 

• Pray for Pastor Jesse Smith and the Travellers’ Church. 
• Pray that Naomi Norman will be successful in her appeal to be 

given the visa she needs to work in the UK. 

• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 
Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 
Toulouse; and ‘our’ missionaries Chris and Debbie Drew and their 
children who are visiting the UK over Christmas.  

• Pray for our members and friends who are prevented by age or 
infirmity from worshipping with us on Sundays, including Kath 
Jones, David Wigley… 

• Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness or 
accidents, including: Doreen Dixon, Jill Fryer, Keith Fordham, Alex 
Madden, Helen Norman, Janet Pollard, Ann Price, Ron Saunders, Jo 
Shanahan, Greta and Derek Wagg, Malcolm Williams… 
Pray for Audrey and Eric as they settle in Wallingford.    

14 
 



CHRISTMAS  
 SERVICES 

 We hope you will join us as we celebrate the  

                  special season of Christmas…. 
 

CAROL SERVICE 
Sunday 17th December at 4.00 pm 

followed by tea, coffee, cakes, and mince pies 
 

CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

Sunday 24th December at 3.00 pm 

followed by tea, coffee, cakes and mince pies 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 
10.00 am  

 

*********** 
 

Contact Details 
 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool 
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: richardjohn.miles@gmail.com 
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.co.uk 

http://www.trosnant.co.uk/

