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We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 
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uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com by Sunday 10th February 2019 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

 

Certainty! 
 
I think it is true to say that the past few 
weeks in our country have been more 
uncertain than any time since the last 
war, over 70 years ago. We have seen 
government defeats larger than any in 
history, votes of no confidence and we 
still do not know what will happen as 
regards Brexit!  
 
     I am not going to offer any solutions 
– they are for the politicians to find. 
And, that is why we need to pray for 
them, that they will know the best way 
forward for our country. 
 
     It would be very easy, and understandable, to have a real sense of anxiety 
in this situation – uncertainty can make us very uneasy. However, we as 
Christians do know some things for certain in our lives. And therefore, we 
don’t need to panic. 
 
     For example, we know that God is with us. In the words of one of the 
Psalms: 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, 
 An ever-present help in trouble. 
 Therefore we will not fear.” 

     Psalm 46 v 1 – 2 (NIV) 
 
     We can know this certainty if we put our trust in him, whatever is going on 
around us in the world of politics. And, whatever may be going on in our 
individual or family lives, we can take great comfort from it. 
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And that certainty takes us to another certainty. We have been thinking 
about this not so very long ago – the coming of Jesus Christ into this 
world. All that his life, death and resurrection mean to us gives us great 
confidence and hope for the future. 
 

     And so it is in the middle of all the confusion and uncertainty that 
the Psalmist is able to say of the Lord: 
 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
 

     There’s something for us to keep hold of and pass on to others. 
 

Love in Jesus,                                              Pastor Richard 
 
 

Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for February 

 
New! The Ladies Evening Bible Study: 

Tuesday 12th  February at 7.00 pm 
 

Are you are a new Christian wondering exactly ‘how’ to read the Bible? 
Or have you walked with the Lord for many years, but have questions 
about the Bible that you don’t like to ask in Church? Or maybe you 
would like to join a group where you can make new friends as you read 
God’s Word together? If that is you, the new Ladies’ Evening Bible 
Study is for you! We will be meeting on the second Tuesday each 
month, when will be following a course entitled, ‘From Creation to 
Christ.’  Please speak to me if you would like to know more. 
                                                                                      Annmarie 
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February 3rd   am: The dysfunctional family Genesis 38 

 pm: Provision for a crowd Matthew 14 v 13–21 

February 10th  am: The enticing woman Genesis 39 

 pm: Walking on water Matthew 14 v 22-36 

February 24th     am: The frightened dreamers Genesis 40  

 pm: What are your motives?  Matthew 15 v 1 – 20 



Greetings from Doreen 
 

Three dramatic stories for the month of February!  
 

   First event. Invitations had been sent, preparations made, all was 
ready for a family celebration.  About midnight, the prize goose was 
placed in the oven, to cook on a very low heat all through the night. 
Came the day of the celebration, and a disappointing main course! 
They had forgotten to switch the power on, and the goose was still cold 
and raw! 
 

     Second extremity. Contracts had been exchanged, a date fixed for 
the new owners to move in, and – with an hour to spare before they 
arrived – a last look around the house which had been a happy home 
for many years. Then, disaster! There was no water! Every tap 
produced – nothing! A frantic call to an emergency plumber, who said, 
maybe he could come. An earnest call to the new owners, whose 
furniture van was already en route to the new home. A final twist  of 
the tap in the kitchen, and then, amazingly, a solution to the problem. 
The water had been switched off following a final check  to the heating 
system, and they had forgotten to switch the water on again!    
 
     Third episode. The elderly lady regarded her stair lift as a priority. 
Up, down – and even with a seat belt if, eventually, she was extremely 
frail and wobbly. And then, the stair lift stopped working! She crept up 
stairs on her hands and knees – and, reaching the top, realised what 
had happened. She had switched the power off by mistake! 
 
      Three events, with one thing in common. On each occasion, there 
had been – a power cut. Now, a question. As this month begins,  have 
you checked your power supply? Friends, family, future, frailty, 
whatever, however – and forever, the Bible gives this advice: ‘Commit 
your way to the Lord. Trust in Him. Wait for the Lord, and keep His 
ways. He is a stronghold in time of trouble.’ Are you switched on to the 
neverfailing energy, grace and goodness of the resources of God?   

 

Doreen, with love                                                      
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Strong Men Needed for LIFE!  
 

Strong men are needed to help set up and dismantle the LIFE 
Exhibition that is to be held at Pontymoile Mission. Set up day is 
Saturday 23rd March from 9 am until lunch time followed by fish and 
chips. There will be some heavy lifting involved firstly in stacking all the 
chairs at the Mission onto the stage, and then unpacking the lorry. If 
we have 7 to 10 volunteers this should take about an hour and half. But 
then there is also plenty of non-heavy work.  
 
     Dismantling the exhibition will take place on Friday 5th April at 
approximately 3 pm after the final school visit. Dismantling and packing 
the lorry normally takes around two and half hours. Then the chairs will 
need to come down from the stage and be set out for the Mission.  
 
     At about 2.30 pm on the same day there will be an opportunity to 
give some hands-on training to those who volunteer to be involved in 
the "techy" part of the exhibition. At about 3.30 pm those involved as 
Zone Leaders to be let loose with a tablet device and go through the 
Zone panels. We will also give time for those leading the introduction 
to the exhibition and concluding review in the cafe area to practise with 
controls and material. 

 
Key Roles 
➢ Leaders who are used to interacting well with children.  
➢ Those to lead the introduction and review time in the café. 
➢  Confident and competent people to control the technology – 

particularly the tablets.  
➢ Folk to serve teaching staff and children with refreshments in the 

café.  
➢ Stewards to welcome schools as they arrive and take their coats 

and hang them up.  

 
Please speak to me if the Lord is nudging you to help in any of 
the above roles. I am in church on Sunday afternoons.  
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The first week of LIFE is pretty much fully booked. Please pray that as 
we continue to invite schools to bring their Year 5 & 6 children that the 
rest of the second week will also be full. 
      
If you are unable to help in any of the above ways you can contribute 
by praying for the exhibition, all those taking part and safety for the 
children as they travel by coach to the Mission. 
 
LIFE is on from 25th March to 5th April at Pontymoile Mission. 
 

Priscilla Pearson 

 
A Church Member in the News  

 
We congratulate a member of Upper 
Trosnant, Dave O’Shea, on his recent 
retirement from the role of Head of Sales at 
Hodder Faith books. David had joined the 
pubilshers Hodder in 2010, having started 
his career in medical sales before moving to 
Christian publishing, and held key roles with 
the Scripture Union, Care for the  Family and 
Lion Hudson.  
 

     Dave was interviewed in the January and 
February edition of Together magazine. He said it had ‘been a 
privilege… to have worked closely with the wonderful  people who 
make up the Christian book trade.’  
 

     Dave’s successor at Hodder Faith, Megan Schaffer’, said, ‘I will miss 
Dave very much. His knowledge of the Christian book trade is 
unparalleled and he has been a true champion of Christian publishing, 
both during his time at Hodder and throughout his  long career. He is 
widely respected and has provided sage wisdom and a guiding hand to 
all of us during his time here. We know he will continue to cheer us on.’ 
 

     Let us pray for Dave that his retirement will be a time of great 
blessing for him and Sue. 
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If Jesus Came to Your House 

 
On Sunday 13th January we were greatly blessed by a visit from a dear 
friend of Upper Trosnant’, Mr Ron Spillards. On his recent visits, Ron 
has been looking the values of Jesus – because the things that were 
important to Jesus during his earthly ministry should be equally 
important to us too.  
 
     On the Sunday morning Ron preached about the attitude that Jesus 
had towards the home. In the Gospels we read that Jesus often visited 
and stayed in the homes of his friends and others. At the close of the 
morning service, Ron shared this thought-provoking poem:  
 
 

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two -  

If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what you'd do. 

Oh, I know you'd give your nicest room to such an honoured 

          Guest, 

And all the food you’d serve to Him would be the very best, 

And you would keep assuring Him you’re glad to have Him there- 

That serving Him in your own home is joy beyond compare. 

 

But when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door 

With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitor? 

Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in? 

Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they’d been? 

Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn’t heard? 

And wish you hadn't uttered that last, loud, hasty word? 
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Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books 

        out? 

Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about? 

And I wonder – if the Saviour spent a day or two with you, 

Would you go right on doing the things you always do? 

Would you go right on saying the things you always say? 

Would life for you continue as it does from day to day? 

 

Would your family conversation keep up its usual pace? 

And would your find it hard each meal to say a table grace? 

Would you sing the songs you always sing, and read the  

     books your read, 

And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit 

     feed? 

Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you’d planned  

     to go? 

Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so? 

 

Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends? 

Or would you hope they’d stay away until His visit ends? 

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on? 

Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone? 

It might be interesting to know the things that you would do 

If Jesus Christ in person came to spend some time with you…    

 by Lois Blanchard 
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News from B.M.S. World Mission 

Ditching the Chalkboard for the Computer Lab 

How did you learn to use a computer? You probably sat in front of one, 
right? Pupils at school in the UK learn the same way. They’ll probably 
have regular access to a laptop or personal device at home, too. It’s 
easy. Accessible. Normal. 
 

     That’s not how it is in Lamjung District in central Nepal. In Lamjung, 
only a small minority of students have access to a computer at home. 
Everyone else has to learn at school, which is difficult as schools don’t 
have enough of them. Students learn instead by taking down 
instructions put on the classroom chalkboard or written in a textbook – 
instructions for how to start a computer and work through the very 
basics. They memorise the steps, and then eventually get to watch a 
teacher put them into action on an actual computer. 
  

     If there are other computers available for students to use, they 
often don’t work properly, or can’t be used because of national power 
cuts. And so it’s back to learning from the textbook for these young 
people who need IT skills to get on in a world that is becoming 
increasingly reliant on technology. 
 

     BMS World Mission worker Simon Hall lives and works in Lamjung, 
training teachers in IT, and helping bring technology into the 
classroom. In the past few months, he’s helped four schools through 
the process of securing and installing computers, and it’s hoped more 
will follow. Over 100 computers have been installed in schools in 
Lamjung over the last two years through Simon’s work. The computers 
are new, publicly funded, and are in rooms that are battery-powered.  
 

     The students are understandably loving the opportunity to spend 
more time in front of a computer, as opposed to simply reading about 
them. Thank you for giving children in Lamjung the opportunity to learn 
the skills they need to succeed in the modern world. 
 

Visit www.bmsworldmission.org/ditching-the-chalkboard to 
read more about how the BMS supports education in Nepal. 
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The Church Planters who Need your Prayer 
 
“There were no Christians when we first came. None at all.” 
 

     Being Jesus in a village that is 100 per cent Buddhist is challenging 
work. But church planters Helen and Wit Boondeekhun insist on living 
out their faith in Wang Daeng village.   
 

It’s really difficult for people to convert to Christianity in Wang Daeng, 
northern Thailand. BMS World Mission workers Helen and Wit have 
been faithfully serving the community and trying to meet the practical 
needs of their new neighbours for the last two years.  Creating strong 
relationships within the local community is especially important because 
many people there struggle with drug and alcohol addictions. “Recently, 
I found out one of the people I know, they’re under 40, they just died 
because of alcohol,” said Wit. Watching their friends struggle is 
immensely challenging for the Boondeekhuns, but they are committed 
to finding ways to keep the community thriving and bring people to 
Christ. 
 

     When they first arrived, they set up English classes. At first with just 
a handful of students, but now they have about 40 local students 
enrolled. But their first believer came through other means. “Through 
the basket weaving project, we got to know this lady, and she became 
a Christian,” said Helen. “But nobody really knows about this. She 
hasn’t been brave or bold enough to tell her friends yet, because it’s 
hard.” 
 

     Even though it is a challenge, the Boondeekhuns are consistently 
living out their faith and sharing it with their new friends in Wang 
Daeng. And they believe that more ears will be opened. Helen and Wit 
have become part of the community – and they’re so happy that they 
have seen one of their new friends come to faith. Now, they would love 
to see more fruit! 
 
Visit www.bmsworldmission.org/ wang-daeng to watch a video 
about Helen and Wit’s lives in Wang Daeng. 
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Services/Meetings 
 

Sunday 3rd    11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles (Communion). 

Sunday 10th    11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles.   

Sunday 17th    11.00 am The Rev. Bert Weenink 
(Communion). 

   4.00 pm The Rev. Bert Weenink. 

Sunday 24th   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (BMS offering). 

 4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles (BMS offering). 

Outreach Services 

Monday 4th     3.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Bryn 

Monday 18th    2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios 
 

Sisterhood Speakers 
 

Tuesdays  5th   Richard Harrison. 

at 3 pm 12th  Linda Lewis 

 19th    Terry Jones 

 26th   Annmarie Miles 
 

 

Midweek Bible Study and Prayer Meetings 
 

Wednesdays   6th                      Pastor Richard. 

6.50 – 8.30 pm 13th   Priscilla Pearson. 

 20th   Phil Norman. 

 27th   Jill Morley. 
 

 
Ladies Evening Bible Study: Tuesday 12th February at 7.00 pm. 
Please see page 3 for more information. 
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Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  

Please join us on Tuesday 5th February, when we will be sharing 
together. Coffee is served from 10 – 10.30 am, and everyone is 
warmly invited to stay and share in some light refreshments after the 
meeting. 
Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting 

All ladies are invited to an evening of conversation and fellowship 
over light refreshments in the Upper Trosnant Vestry on Tuesday 19th 
February at 7.30 pm. See Annmarie for more details. 
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

Gentlemen, please join us on Tuesday 12th February at 7.00 pm when 
we will be holding our A.G.M.  
 
Open House 

Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to join us from 2.00 – 4.00 pm on 
Monday 11th February, for a time of friendship and light 
refreshments. 
 
Prayer in the Vestry: Monday mornings, from 8.45 - 9.45 am. 

Prayer Meeting for Christians Against Poverty:  
Thursday 14th February - 10.30 am, at the Lighthouse Church. 
 
Monday Night Prayer Meetings in Torfaen 

4th February, 7.00  pm Prayer for LIFE and other children’s work in 
our valley, at Upper Trosnant.  

11th February, 7.00 pm Prayer for LIFE and other children’s work in 
our valley, at Upper Trosnant. 
 

18th February, 7.00 pm        
 

Prayer for LIFE and other children’s work in 
our valley, at Upper Trosnant. 

25th February, 7.00 pm Prayer for Revival at Penygarn. 
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Weekly Rotas 
 

 
 

Cleaning 

Rota 

February 4th     Janet Pollard & Jonathan Pollard 

February 11th                     Keith and Barbara Fordham 

 February 18th              Janet Jones 

 February 25th          Phil Norman  
 

   

Sunday 3rd     Flowers Annmarie Miles 

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door/Offering – pm Priscilla Pearson 
   

Sunday 10th   Flowers Rhoswyn Williams 

 Door – am Anthea Scott 

 Teas – am  Rhoswyn Williams 

 Door/Offering – pm Jill Morley 
   

Sunday 17th      Flowers Clare Hopkins 

 Door – am Clare Hopkins 

 Teas – am  Yvonne Walker & Clare Hopkins 

 Door/Offering – pm Barbara Fordham 

   

Sunday 24th       Flowers Priscilla Pearson 

 Door – am Pam Charles 

 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins  

 Door/Offering – pm Clare Hopkins 
   

 

If you are unable to do your turn on the rota, 
please try to arrange to swap with someone. 

If you can’t, please speak to Annmarie. 
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Please Pray For... 

 

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us. 

• Pray for our Leadership Team as they make plans for 2019. 

• Pray for our services, that God will be glorified in Pontypool.  

• Pray for the forthcoming re-opening of our Hall, especially that it 

can be a great blessing on our local community. 

• Pray that the Lord will raise up new workers in our Church; 

especially new S Club leaders and helpers on Sunday afternoon. 

• Pray for our organisations and meetings: Open House, the Ladies’ 

Fellowship, Sisterhood, Prayer Retreat, the Men’s Meeting... 

• Pray for the new Ladies’ Bible Study meeting, and for all those 

who thirst to know more about the Bible and how to read it. 

• Pray for Barbara’s sister, Brenda, as she needs and awaits a life-

saving heart transplant, and for Keith’s niece Lindsey. 

•  Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 

Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 

Toulouse; Sue and Dave Verwey in Japan; Chris and Debbie Drew 

in Nepal; Dale and Naomi Norman with Covenant Players. 

• Pray for our brother Ron that God will bless him through a move 

to a new home; and for all who are housebound. 

• Pray for Jean, recovering from a fall. 

Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness 

or accidents… 
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Are you Ready 
for Answers?  

  

Please join us on 
 

 

Friday 8th February at 

7.00 pm 
 
to hear two inspiring speakers from Creation Ministries 
International:       

 

 Lucien Tunistra: “Creation or Evolution – what do 
Scripture and Science say?” 

 

and Dominic Statham: “Different Races or One 
Human Family?” 
 
Refreshments will be served between the two talks.  

 
*********** 

 

Contact Details 
 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool 
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.co.uk 
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