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Newsletter Items: 

 

We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 

Please email articles or features for the April 2019 edition to 
uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com by Sunday 17th March 2019 

 
        Cover picture: pexels.com 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

 

God is Good! 
 
As I shared at a recent midweek 
meeting, I have been made very aware 
that God is SO good to us! As I write 
this, I can hear the sounds of the 
finishing touches being made to the 
work on the steps and ramp access to 
the hall. After all these weeks, the work 
is now coming to an end. We praise God 
that such a great job has been done by 
the lads – we will now be able safely to 
get to the hall. And we look forward to 
that before too long!  
 
     God has provided our needs 
financially as well (See page 6). The recent gift day was such a blessing – thank 
you to everyone for your generosity. It now means that the new boiler can be 
purchased, and the carpet cleaned ready for us to use the hall again. 
 
     God gives us opportunities to share with others what he has done for us. In 
particular, this month we think of the LIFE Exhibition that is coming to 
Pontymoile Mission again (See page 5). Last time it was here, over 1,000 
children came over the 2-week period, and we are expecting similar numbers 
again this time. AND, this year we have an opportunity to go and visit as a 
church. We will be using the midweek meeting time on Wednesday 3rd April 
to go around the exhibition and experience “hands on” what the children 
have been doing. 
 
     We will be meeting as a Leadership team for a longer period of discussion 
and prayer on Saturday 16th March. Please pray for us that we will know the 
Lord’s wisdom. In particular, we will consider how we can  now  use our 
facilities  in  the  best way  possible  as  a  means  of blessing and outreach. 
That we are able to do so is a reflection of God’s goodness to us. 
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    All this is in addition to the ways that we know God being good to us 
as we meet together on Sundays, and in the other regular meetings of 
the church. For example, the monthly Ladies’ Bible Study got off to an 
encouraging start, and this month, we recognize the goodness of God 
to the Sisterhood.  
 

     And, as God is good to us now, we can trust that he will continue to 
be so in the future. In the words of the Psalmist: 

 

Praise the Lord. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 
Psalm 106 v 1 (NIV) 

 

Please put Saturday 27th April at 3.00 pm into your diaries – 
that is when we will officially open the new ramp and steps. 
 

     Love in Jesus                              Pastor Richard 

 
 

Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for March 

 

Prayer Breakfast 
 

Everyone is warmly invited to come along for tea, coffee, cereal, toast 
and prayer at the Torfaen and District Gospel Partnership Prayer 
Breakfast, which will be held at Pontymoile Mission, on Saturday 2nd 
March from 9 to 11 a.m. 
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March 3rd   am: Sisterhood Anniversary: 
Praying 

Colossians 1 v 1 - 14 

 pm: Great faith Matthew 15 v 21 – 28 

March 17th  am: The troubled ruler Genesis 41 v 1 – 40 

 pm: Jesus does it again! Matthew 15 v 29 – 39 

March 24th    am: The new chief Genesis 41 v 41 – 57    

 pm: Be careful  Matthew 16 v 1 – 12   



Greetings from Doreen 
 

Amongst the best known stories in the Bible is the one about a 
shepherd who had 100 sheep. One of his sheep got lost, and he left 99 
sheep, to search for the missing one. So – what was special about that 
sheep? How valuable was it?   
 
     Google informs us that the most valuable sheep in the world was 
auctioned for £251,000 in 2009! A real Ferrari in the flock. However, 
there is no value ascribed to the sheep in our story: it was just one 
amongst many. And maybe it got lost because it was elderly – it 
couldn't keep up with the rest of the flock, it forgot where it was going 
(!), it just fell asleep in the wrong place, at the wrong time!  
 
     But this sheep was important to the shepherd, and it was a priority 
to find it, and bring it home.  Society is full of lost sheep! But consider, 
with me, those elderly people lost to community, who have become 
inactive by reason of age and infirmity, inarticulate because of disease 
–  stroke, dementia, deafness –  or perplexed by the rapid  progress of 
modern life. After all, you have to be smart to understand how to use a 
smart phone! And somehow, in the process of getting lost, they also 
lost faith in God, in spite of belonging to a generation which had an 
earnest belief and was brought up to pray.  
 
     The Good Shepherd is anxious to find them again. He gives us the 
privilege of seeking them out, on his behalf. Appropriate these words 
from Psalm 95: 'Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud 
to the rock of our salvation.Let us come before him with thanksgiving, 
and extol him with music and song, for we are the people of his 
pasture, the  FLOCK under his care.’  
 
     Which lost sheep is hiding in your street, in your group of friends? 
How will you help God to find them, and restore them, maybe to our 
flock, here at Upper Trosnant Baptist Church?     
 

                A blessed bleat, from Doreen, with love 
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Come and see LIFE for yourself!  
 

The “Life” exhibition will be open from 9.30am to 3pm every week day 
at Pontymoile Mission from 25th March to 5th April 2019. Life is 
designed for those schools and staff that have booked their slots to 
interact with Life. Volunteers will also be present to facilitate the 
various aspects of Life.  
 

Please note that NO ONE ELSE will be allowed on site during these 
times as this is part of our safeguarding policy. 
 

BUT we shall be open four evenings during the fortnight:  two in the 
first week and two in the second. These evenings are for local Brownie 
and Guide groups to attend, and for local churches to bring their young 
people. They are also an opportunity for local churches to bring their 
congregations and their friends. 
 

These evenings are:- 
 

Monday 25th March at 6pm Pontypool Guides, and at 7.15pm church 
groups and friends.  
Friday 29th March at 7.15pm for youth groups from local churches. 
Wednesday 3rd April at 6pm Pontypool Brownies followed at 
7.15pm for church groups.   
Thursday 4th April at 6pm Griffithstown Brownies and Guides, and at 
7.15pm church groups. 
 

On Wednesday 3rd April at 7.15pm Upper Trosnant is warmly 
welcomed to attend and spend an enjoyable hour to learn 
more about the life, teaching, miracles and the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This invitation is also extended to 
members of our "S" club (accompanied by parents/other adults). 
 
Why not come and see LIFE for yourself? Refreshments are provided 
in the cafe area at the end of Life. 

 
Priscilla Pearson 

 
5 



Our Gift Day 
 

I’m sure it is true to say that throughout the past 242 years, God has 
provided everything needed for Upper Trosnant Baptist Church. Over 
more recent years, many in our congregation today have seen that first 
hand. As we consider the work that has been done – the hall being 
completely rebuilt, the vestry and flat being refurbished and now the 
access to the hall – God has provided. 
 

     The major way that has happened is through the generosity of 
God’s people as they have given, in many cases sacrificially. One of the 
(many) things for which I thank God about Trosnant is the level of 
giving. It is so encouraging to see what comes in each week through 
our offerings. I would like to express my appreciation to you all. 
 

     In addition to the weekly offerings, we do, from time to time, hold a 
Gift Day. This is usually when there is a particular need or project to be 
funded. And, again, God uses the generosity of his people to provide 
what is needed. Our most recent Gift Day, which was on Sunday 10th 
February, was no exception. £3,200 was given that day; and I know 
that there has been more added subsequently. Again, a big thank you 
to everyone. In addition to the work on the hall access, we have found 
that we need a new boiler. We are able to go ahead with that now.  
 

     And so, as we have seen, and are seeing God providing what is 
needed, we can trust that he will continue to do so as we look to the 
future. I have been mindful recently of the Apostle Paul’s words: 
 

     Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.                                                   Ephesians 3 v 20 – 21 (NKJV) 
 

     As we go forward as a church, let’s pray that we will continue to do 
so trusting in that God who can indeed do exceedingly abundantly more 
than we ask or think as we seek to serve him here in Pontypool. 
 

Pastor Richard, on behalf of the Leadership Team. 
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Meet our New Deacons 
 

We are delighted to welcome 2 additions to the Leadership Team. At 
our last Church Members’ Meeting Keith Fordham and Dale Norman 
were elected as Deacons. This means that we now have 3 Deacons, as 
they join Annmarie. They, along with our Elders – Richard Harrison, Phil 
Norman and Pastor Richard – make up our Leadership Team of 6.  
 

Here’s a bit more about Keith and Dale. 
 

Keith Fordham 
 

Keith has, in fact, been re– elected. He had 
already served as a Deacon for six years, 
completing his term in October 2017. It is 
great to have Keith back on the team again. 
He stayed on as Treasurer after he stepped 
down and will continue in that role now.  
 

     We really do appreciate the way that 
Keith takes care of the finances of the 
church – we know that they are in very safe 
hands. This is particularly important at 
times when we have greater expense than 
usual, as we have with the work on the 

access to the hall.  
 

     Keith has also been appointed as a church trustee and has 
responsibility for the Health and Safety and GDPR of the church.  
 

     Keith was baptised and became a member of Upper Trosnant in 
2009. He is married to Barbara and they live near to Newbridge. We 
pray that God will continue to bless them and use them both. 

 
Dale Norman 

 

We are so glad that Dale has come back, together with Naomi and 
Felicity, to live in Pontypool.  Dale became a member of Upper Trosnant 
following his baptism in 2009.    
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Dale was away with the Covenant 
Players in Australia and New Zealand 
for 3 years, and he and Naomi are 
continuing to work for them here.  
Now that he has returned, Dale has 
expressed his willingness to serve as 
a Deacon.  
 

     He has a real heart to serve and 
is very much looking forward to 
being able to make his contribution 
to the Leadership Team. He will be 
preaching for us as well, from time 
to time, and we look forward to his 
ministry. Dale is also a superb musician, and we enjoy his guitar playing 
as he helps to lead the sung worship in our services. We trust that he, 
Naomi and the delightful Felicity will know God’s presence with them as 
they seek to serve him.  

 
Upper Trosnant A.G.M.  

 

If we are honest, we probably don’t find the words ‘Annual’, ‘General’, 
and ‘Meeting’ to be a very exciting combination…. But perhaps we 
should - because our Church A.G.M. is a great opportunity to see how 
God has been working in our Church!    
 

     The Upper Trosnant A.G.M. will be held on Wednesday 20th March, 
at 7.00 pm in the Vestry. Tea and Coffee will be available from 6.50 
pm. Only Church members will be able to vote on matters of church 
business, but anyone who wishes to see how our church is run is very 
welcome. We will be reviewing everything that happened in 2018, and 
affirming the roles and positions of church officers and the leaders of 
our organisations for the year ahead. We will also be deciding how and 
where to bless others and support God’s work locally, nationally and 
internationally, as we allocate a tithe of our income over the past year. 
 

      Please come, if you can. You will be blessed – and everyone else will 

be encouraged!  

 8 



How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

     As you enter the month of March, are you reflecting with a warm 
glow on the gorgeous red roses or mouth-watering chocolates that you 
received as a token of love on Valentine’s Day last month? Or does it 
already seem a long time ago since you threw out the faded blooms 
and recycled that empty chocolate box? Or maybe you feel saddened 
by the shallowness of many Valentine’s Day gestures and gifts and by 
the exorbitant prices charged by card manufacturers – or simply or by 
the fact that you didn’t get any cards or gifts at all this year!  Whatever 
our personal experiences, let us reflect instead on: 
 

Valentine’s Day in Japan 
 

Valentine's Day in Japan is rather different from the rest of the world. It 
is not considered to be an exclusively romantic holiday. It is also a day 
when only women give chocolates to men. Valentine’s Day in Japan is a 
day to acknowledge all the men in one’s life, including friends, 
colleagues and romantic interests. The amount of money and effort one 
puts into the treats reflects the nature of the relationship. The Japanese 
have different terms for the varying levels of gift-giving: 
 

1. ‘Obligation Chocolates’ (Giri-Choco) are given to those to whom 
one is obligated, such as a male boss, co-workers, teachers, 
acquaintances or relatives. These chocolates are usually quite ordinary 
and do not cost very much. There is also the unfortunate term of ‘Super 
Obligatory Chocolates’ (Cho-Giri-Choco), given to those one really does 
not like, because it could be considered rude not to do so. 
 

2. ‘Favourite Chocolates’ (Honmei-Choco) are given as an 
expression of love or romantic interest. This is when things can get 
really pricey. In the lead-up to Valentine's Day, stores work overtime to 
sell immaculately presented boxes of sugary delights, catering to the 
masses seeking that special gift to impress. 
 

 3. ‘Friend Chocolates’ (Tomo-Choco) are given to friends. Some 
women give these ordinary chocolates or home-made treats to all their 
male and female friends, as an expression of their friendship. It is a 
very popular tradition among school girls. 
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Valentine's Day is only step one in a two-stage game in Japan. Men are 
expected to reciprocate the gift-giving a month later on March 14th, on 
a day known as ‘White Day’. It is remarkable to see the lengths the 
Japanese people will go to, to nurture and cultivate relationships. An 
entire convention of gift-giving, complete with intricate rules of 
etiquette, has been established around Valentine’s Day. 
 

     God has gone to great lengths to nurture and cultivate a 
relationship with man: 
 

For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I Myself will search for 
My sheep and seek them out.” (Ezekiel 34 verse 11.) 
 

What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one 
of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on 
the mountains and go and search for the one that is straying? 
(Matthew 18 verse 12.) 
 

     The Bible says that we are lost and all have gone astray: 
 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all (Isaiah 53 verse 6.) 
 

     God sent His only Son to die for our sins so that we may be 
reconciled with God: 
 

For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! (Romans 5 
verse 10.) 
 
     It is awe-inspiring to see the lengths God has gone to cultivate a 
relationship with man and enable us to be reconciled with Him! 
 
    Let us be mindful of the depth of His love as we serve Him with 
gratitude today! 

David Verwey   
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Services/Meetings 
 

Sunday 3rd    
 

Sisterhood Anniversary Service 
11.00 am  Pastor Richard Miles 

  4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles (Communion) 

Sunday 10th   11.00 am Mr Geoff Champion 

  4.00 pm Mr Geoff Champion   

Sunday 17th   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (Communion) 

  4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles 

Sunday 24th  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles 

 4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles 

Sunday 31st   11.00 am Mr Ron Spillards (BMS offering) 

 4.00 pm Mr Simon Matheson (BMS offering) 

Outreach Services 

Monday 4th     3.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Bryn 

Monday 18th    2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios 
 
 

Sisterhood Speakers 
 

Tuesdays  5th   Pastor Richard 

at 3 pm 12th  Jane Clay 

 19th    Sharing Together 

 26th   TBC 
 

 

Midweek Bible Study and Prayer Meetings 
 

Wednesdays   6th                      Pastor Richard. 

6.50 – 8.30 pm 13th   Jill Morley. 

 20th   CHURCH A.G.M. 

 27th   Priscilla Pearson. 
 

Ladies Evening Bible Study: Tuesday 12th February at 7.00 pm.  
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Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  

Please join us on Tuesday 5th March, when our speaker will be Jacqui 
Maguire. Coffee is served from 10 – 10.30 am, and everyone is warmly 
invited to stay and share in some light refreshments after the meeting. 
 
Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting 

All ladies are invited to an evening of conversation and fellowship over 
light refreshments in the Upper Trosnant Vestry on Tuesday 19th March 
at 7.30 pm. See Annmarie for more details. 
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

Gentlemen, please join us on Tuesday 12th March at 7.00 pm when we 
look forward to hearing from Geoff Champion.  
 
Open House 

Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to join us from 2.00 – 4.00 pm on 
Monday 11th March, for a time of friendship and light refreshments. 
 

Prayer in the Vestry: Monday mornings, from 8.45 - 9.45 am. 

 

Prayer Meeting for Christians Against Poverty:  
Thursday 14th March - 10.30 am, at the Lighthouse Church. 
 
Monday Night Prayer Meetings in Torfaen 

4th March, 7.00  pm Prayer for LIFE and other children’s work in 
our valley, at Upper Trosnant.  

11th March, 7.00 pm Prayer for LIFE and other children’s work in 
our valley, at Upper Trosnant. 

18th March, 7.00 pm        
 

Prayer for LIFE and other children’s work in 
our valley, at Upper Trosnant. 

25th March, 7.00 pm Prayer for Revival at Penygarn. 
 

Leadership Team Day: Saturday 16th March 
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Weekly Rotas 
 

 

Cleaning 

Rota 

March 4th     Janet Pollard & Jonathan Pollard 

March 11th                     Keith and Barbara Fordham 

 March 18th              Janet Jones 

 March 25th          Phil Norman  
 

   

Sunday 3rd     Flowers Janet Pollard 

 Door – am Clare Hopkins 

 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins 

 Door/Offering – pm Priscilla Pearson  
   

Sunday 10th   Flowers Rhoswyn Williams 

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door/Offering – pm Clare Hopkins 
   

Sunday 17th      Flowers Clare Hopkins 

 Door – am Clare Hopkins 

 Teas – am  Yvonne Walker and Clare Hopkins 

 Door/Offering – pm Barbara Fordham 

   

Sunday 24th       Flowers Pam Charles 

 Door – am Pam Charles 

 Teas – am  Annmarie Miles  

 Door/Offering – pm Priscilla Pearson 
   

Sunday 31st  Flowers Annmarie Miles 

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door/Offering – pm Jill Morley  
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Birthdays in March 
6th  Tony Lewis  

14th  Priscilla Pearson 

20th  Sue Martin 

22nd  Ann Price 

23rd Keith Fordham 

23rd  Steve Summers 

24th  Derek Wagg 

26th Annmarie Miles 

27th  David Clay 

 
Please Pray For... 

 

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us. 

• Pray for our Leadership Team, especially for our 2 new deacons 
Keith and Dale. Pray for our Church A.G.M. on 20th March.  

• Pray for our services, that God will be glorified in Pontypool.  

• Pray for the re-opening of our Hall next month, that we can use it 
to be a great blessing on our local community. 

• Pray that the Lord will raise up new workers in our Church. 

• Pray for our organisations and meetings. 

• Pray for the new Ladies’ Bible Study meeting, and for all those 
who thirst to know more about the Bible and how to read it. 

• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 
Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 
Toulouse; Sue and Dave Verwey in Japan; Chris and Debbie Drew 
in Nepal; Dale and Naomi Norman with Covenant Players. 

• Pray for our brother Ron Saunders and for all who are prevented 
by age or infirmity from worshipping with us on Sundays. 
Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness 
or accidents, including: Doreen Dixon, Lindsey Firth, Keith 
Fordham, Brenda Foster, Doreen Harrison, Jean Miles, Helen 
Norman, Janet Pollard, Ann Price, Jo Shanahan, Ann Stephens, 
Greta and Derek Wagg, Marion Webb, Malcolm Williams, Marion 
Williams… 
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Please join us on a visit to the 
 

LIFE 

Exhibition 

 

at Pontymoile Mission 
 

On Wednesday 3rd April 
at 7.15 pm 

 
This is our opportunity to see the exhibition for ourselves, and to try 
out the interactive equipment that is teaching local junior school 
children about the Life of Jesus. Please note there will be no Church 
Bible Study that evening. See page 5 for more information.  

 
*********** 

 

Contact Details 
 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool 
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.co.uk 

mailto:uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com
http://www.trosnant.co.uk/

