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“There is one body and one Spirit… one Lord, 
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Newsletter Items: 
 

We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 

Please email articles or features for the August 2018 edition to 
uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com by Sunday 15th July 2018 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

 

What Difference Does it Make?  
 

 A soap manufacturer and a pastor were 
walking together down a street in a large 
city. The soap manufacturer casually said, 
“The Gospel you preach hasn’t done much 
good has it? Just observe. There is still a 
lot of wickedness in the world, and a lot of 
wicked people, too!” 
 

     The pastor made no reply until they 
passed a dirty little child making mud pies 
in the gutter. Seizing the opportunity, the 
pastor said, “I see that soap hasn’t done 
much good in the world either; for there is 
much dirt, and many dirty people around.” 
 

     The soap man said, “Oh, well, soap is only useful when it is 
applied.” And the pastor said, “Exactly, so it is with the Gospel.” 
 

     It is a good thing for us to be together to listen to the preaching of 
God’s Word. It is a good thing for us to read God’s Word and pray as 
we are on our own. 
 

     But, the question is, does it affect our lives? Are we allowing God to 
change us? I recently heard somebody speaking from Luke chapter 3 
on the subject of repentance, as preached by John the Baptist. We 
often think of that as being a very negative thing, it can seem to be all 
about not doing certain things. But, we need to think of what it really 
means to repent. It is actually about a change of direction – turning 
around to face the opposite way. And it is something for all of us to 
think about. 
 

     Those who have never come to Jesus need to turn right around 
from the way they have been living to face Him. And for those of us 
who do follow Him; if we are honest we often live as if we are going in      
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 the opposite direction to Him. We need to turn to him and ask for his 
forgiveness. And so, repentance is a positive thing – it means that we 
can know forgiveness and a right relationship with God. And it does 
make a difference in our lives. John the Baptist, we read, explains what 
repentance means in different people’s lives. I am not going into detail 
here, but I invite you to look at Luke 3 v 11 – 14.  
 

     And so, as we hear God’s Word being preached each week, as we 
read the Scriptures on our own, and as we pray, let’s ask God that His 
word will change our lives, that we will be different; more like Jesus. 
And that will be seen by others. 
Love in Jesus,                    Pastor Richard 

 
Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for July 

 
Update on the Gift Day 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed so generously to the Gift 
Day. At the time this newsletter went to press, the fund stood at 
£4889.20. This does not include gift aid but does include £2000 
already set apart. We are very grateful for £1024.20 donated by the 
family and friends of Kath Jones in her memory, which is also part of 
the total. This is a wonderful amount that takes us nearly half way to 
the likely cost of the new ramp and steps to the Hall. Work will 
probably be starting at the end of August, and we will be discussing 
arrangements for ‘doing church’ without using the Hall at the Church 
Meeting on 11 July. All members are urged to come if they can, and 
non-members are very welcome too.  More information from 

              The Leadership Team 
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July 1 am: Shocking Incidents Genesis 34         

 pm: Baptismal Service  

July 15    am: Returning to the Lord Genesis 35 

 pm: Part of the family Matthew 12 v 46 – 50 

July 22 am: Esau’s family Genesis 36 

July 1 am: Shocking Incidents Genesis 34         



Greetings from Doreen  
 

It's July! We are half way through 2018, and before the next 
newsletter, the school year will have ended, and parents will be 
concerned as to which school/college/ university their children will 
attend, next year, September 2018 to 2019! An ancient philosopher 
declared, ‘Time is a game played beautifully - by children!’  As we grow 
older, we agree more with other explanations about time, such as – 
Time flies!  No time left!  Running out of time! Time and tide wait for 
no man!  
 

     The quotation I appreciate most is by Faith Baldwin, who wrote, 
‘Time is a dressmaker, specialising in alterations!’  The habits, 
intentions, decisions about we wear in every day life change as new 
aspects of time alter our lifestyle. A survey of pensionners were asked 
to give alternatives to the title, ‘elderly’. Choices included senior citizen, 
retired person (!), grey panther (?) and silver surfer. I enjoy the term 
‘silver surfer’. However steep, however high the waves of circumstance, 
however fiercely they curve over us, faith in God will keep us buoyant 
and ready for the next swell in the tide of life.  
 

     Old age is inevitable. It is the culmination of all the excitement, 
suspense, variety, sweetness, trauma, drama, pain and pleasure of 
being alive. I include trauma and pain. Napoleon said, ‘There is one 
kind of robber whom the law does not strike at, and who steals what is 
most precious to me. I refer to Time.’  When time is full of distress, 
disease, disappointment or despair,  do not allow these thieves to steal 
your peace! Cling to God's presence. 
 

     Consider these words.  ‘As for me, I will always have hope. I will 
praise you more and more. Since my youth, O Lord, you have taught 
me and to this day I declare your marvellous deeds. Even when I am 
old and grey, O God, do not forsake me.’  God promises to be with us 
always. His promises never fail. When 2018 began, I suffered two 
strokes. Through these months, He has always kept me in His care. 
Whatever the rest of 2018 holds, I know who holds my future.  How 
about you? 

Doreen, with love 
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Ask the Pastor 
 

 
What is blasphemy against 

the Holy Spirit?  
 
 
 
This question has arisen from a recent sermon from Matthew’s Gospel. 
As promised, I am answering it here. Jesus said: 
 

“And so I tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, 
but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.” (Matthew 
12 v 31 NIV) 

 

     We can understand the first part of that sentence. We praise God 
for his forgiveness. Because of what Jesus has done for us in His life, 
death and resurrection, we can have assurance that every sin is 
forgiven. There is an older hymn that puts it like this: 

 

Today Thy mercy calls us 
to wash away our sin, 
however great our trespass, 
whatever we have been; 
however long from mercy 
our hearts have turned away, 
Thy blood, O Christ, can cleanse us 
and make us pure today.                     (Oswald Allen) 

 
     How great it is to know that. It doesn’t matter what we have done, 
however bad we have been, we can know complete forgiveness in 
Jesus. As the writer to the Hebrews says: 
 

“He is able to save completely those who come to God through him.” 
(Hebrews 7 v 25 NIV) 
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     And so that means any and every sin can be forgiven, as Jesus 
says in the first part of our verse from Matthew. 
 

     BUT THEN, we read that blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven. What does that mean? Is there a sin that actually is too bad 
to be forgiven? If so, what is it? 
 

     We have to remember that this verse is in the context of a 
conversation that Jesus was having with the religious leaders, the 
Pharisees. They had been accusing Him of healing people with power 
from the devil. Jesus was explaining that his power was from God by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. They were saying that something that had 
come from God had come from the Devil. 
 

     But, you say to me, I know somebody who used to think that, they 
are now a Christian, has that sin been forgiven? The difference is that 
Jesus knew the hearts of these Pharisees. He knew that they would not 
repent and turn to God. It was that final rejection that would mean 
they were not able to be forgiven. 
 

     And it is the same today. We do not have any business saying that 
someone has committed this sin – we don’t know whether they will at 
some point turn to the Lord. If they die without turning to Jesus, then, 
tragically, they won’t be forgiven. 
 

     Why against the Spirit? It is the work of the Holy Spirit to change 
lives. If Jesus is rejected, it is the Spirit’s work that is being rejected. 
And it is the final rejection that won’t be forgiven. 
 

     Praise God, though, if we have come to know Jesus we can say with 
the Apostle Paul: 
 

“He forgave us ALL our sins, He cancelled the record of the 
charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.” 
Colossians 2 v 13 – 14 (NLT) 

 

     And that forgiveness is still available to all who will receive it. 
 

Pastor Richard 
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School on the Mat 
 

 

Many people who read this July newsletter will have attended happy 
afternoon/evening events at various schools, watching their children 
and grandchildren. Our grandaughter, Rachel, is working during her 
gap year, as a teacher with the Cambodia Hope Organisation, which is 
a local charity supported by Tear Fund. I would like to share part of her 
latest e-mail with you. I quote: 
 
“These three weeks have been taken up by our class routine of 
teaching at Safe Haven school. I am just completely love, love loving 
the kids here, even when it’s sweaty and hot and I’m tired...  I know so 
well that Jesus would have hugged me, and talked to me despite the 
heat etc! I feel so much of God’s love for these children, it’s a complete 
joy even if it's so tiring! 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
School on the Mat, 
with Rachel and her 
mother (Doreen’s 
daughter Ruth), who 
visited Cambodia at 
Easter. 

 

     “We also spent our time going to School on the Mat, where we 
share Bible stories and play games with the kids who otherwise 
wouldn’t get any education at all. CHO is more than fantastic, setting 
up schools that run on mats under various different fruit trees, for 
children from rural villages, who otherwise would fall into labour work – 
or could be ‘trafficked’ into Thailand (10 minutes away).  We had an 
event  where  all  the  children  from  School  on the  Mats  in the  area  
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gathered with their parents and CHO staff gave them health training 
before we played games with them all. There was this beautiful 
moment where the mums of some of the kids joined us for musical 
bumps! It was so beautiful that dancing and laughter has no barrier 
and that all the best parts of life are for free. Just imagine it – in the 
middle of the Cambodian jungle, I'm there with 60+ kids and their 
parents, all having a dance together: a little glimpse of heaven?  
 
     “This Friday we had the privilege of being part of International 
Children’s Day. I helped design a T Shirt that all the School on the Mat 
kids got, as well as the CHO staff and Teachers.  Then all the children 
got into tuk-tuks [motorised rickshaws] and the CHO staff drove with us 
in the back of a pick-up truck, not far behind, with loud speakers 
exclaiming how important children’s rights were.  We all waved and 
drove around the streets, spreading the word that children are so 
important. On Sunday, I preached about Esther, and how God’s 
presence goes before us, just like with Esther when she asked the king 
to save her people. I was nervous, but that didn't stop me. I’m loving 
my life here in Cambodia, my heart is so full of God’s love for the 
people here!” 
 
     Rachel’s e-mail filled 7(!) sides of A4 paper. Thank you for giving me 
the pleasure of sharing some of it in this newsletter. Special things to 
remember!   
 

1. Children are IMPORTANT. Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me, 
and do not hinder them. Pray for teachers, local schools, and the 
Education policy of our nation. 
   
2.  God really has got the whole world in His hands. God so loved the 
whole world – that He gave Jesus, that whosoever will believe in Him, 
shall be saved. 
 
3.  And the joy of the Lord is our strength.  
 

May God bless you in every way.    
With love, from Doreen            
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Wisdom in Creation: Part Two 
 

Proverbs 3 verses 19-20 says, 
 

“By wisdom the Lord laid the Earth’s foundations, 
by understanding He set the heavens in place; 

by His knowledge the watery depths were divided, 
and the clouds let drop the dew.” 

 

This is how Solomon described God, as a master builder desmonstrating 
his wisdom in creating planet Earth. In the first part of this study I 
looked at the how the foundations of the Earth were laid out by God to 
create a sturdy and stable home for His people. Let us consider next 
the dimensions and measurements of our planet. All buildings need to 
be carefully measured to ensure that angles are accurate, walls are 
upright and level, and sizes are correct. So what about the 
measurements and dimensions of the earth?  
 

     The size of the Earth is just right. It is 8,000 miles in diameter and 
its gravity is ideal for supporting life. If the Earth’s size and gravity was 
just a little greater, we would be crushed under our own weight; and if 
it was less, we would be floating on air! As it is, the gravity of the Earth 
holds the atmosphere in place and prevents it from disappearing into 
space. The precise angle of tilt of the earth’s axis is also just right. The 
earth tilts by 23.5 degrees and because of this tilt, we have the 
different seasons and lengths of days. The seasons are long enough to 
give time for planting, growing and harvesting.  (The precise angle of 
the earth’s tilt is kept stable by the pull of the moon, without which it 
could vary, and cause serious disruption to our climate.)  
 

     Furthermore, the precise timing of the Earth’s rotation – once every 
24 hours – makes the day and night just the right length to give time to 
work, rest and play. Imagine if it were twice the length, having to cope 
with much longer days and nights! The exact course of the earth as it 
rotates around the sun – always taking 365 and a quarter days to 
complete one curcuit – means that our year is just the right length to fit 
in the seasons and give suitable amounts of time for planting, growing 
and harvesting. The precise distance of the earth from the sun is also  
exactly  right to  give the  ideal  temperature  range  for  life  to flourish 
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 If the earth was 5% closer to the sun, the oceans would boil, and if it 
was just 1% farther away, the oceans would freeze over. What wisdom 
the Lord used in getting the foundations and all the measurements 
right for life to flourish on the earth. 
 

     Solomon says, “by understanding, He set the heavens in place.” 
God placed the Earth in a setting – the heavens.  This phrase can refer 
to the atmosphere around the earth, and also to outer space, with all 
its stars and galaxies. In Isaiah 40 verse 22, we read that God 
‘stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a 
tent to live in.’ In verse 26, Isaiah says, “Lift up your eyes and look to 
the heavens:  Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host 
one by one  and calls forth each of them by name. Because of His great 
power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.” 
 

     So we know the heavens play an important role in providing a 
suitable environment to live in on the Earth. Every star is individually 
known to God and has an important role to play. It is wonderful to 
think that the Earth is rather like a house set in a beautiful and inspiring 
environment; and because of the heavens, life on earth is protected 
and is able to flourish.      
 

     Many homes are now built with all kinds of insulation in or on their 
walls to make the houses warmer in winter and cooler in summer. The 
Earth’s atmosphere does just the same. Without the insulating layer of 
the atmosphere, the Earth would get far too hot in the day, and too 
cold at night. The temperature on the moon rises to over 120 oC in the 
sun, and minus 160 oC in the shade. The atmosphere also protects us 
by filtering out UV and other harmful rays from the sun. If this was not 
in place, the DNA of living things would be so damaged that the earth 
would be as barren and lifeless as the moon. The atmosphere is made 
up of many gases such as oxygen, carbon dioxide and water vapour 
that are vital to enable living things to live and breathe, and it also 
contains nitrogen which is essential for plants to grow.  
 

     In the third and final part of this study I will be looking at the 
wonders of outer space, and also of the depths of our oceans.  

Jill Morley 
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Services/Meetings 
 

Sunday 1st  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

Baptismal Service  
   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles.  

Sunday 8th    11.00 am Mr Alan Petersen. 
   4.00 pm Mr Alan Petersen (Communion). 

Sunday 15th  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (Communion). 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles. 

Sunday 22nd   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

  4.00 am Roy and Margaret Collins-Reese. 

Sunday 29th  11.00 am Mr Ron Spillards (BMS Collection). 

   4.00 am Mr Ron Spillards (BMS Collection). 

Outreach Services 

Monday 2nd    3.00 pm Services for residents at Ty Bryn. 

Monday 16th   2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios. 
 
 

Sisterhood Speakers 
 

Tuesdays 3rd   Richard Harrison 
at 3 pm 10th   Harriet Funnell 
 17th   Val Attwell 

 24th    Jo Shanahan 

 31st   Summer Celebration 
 

Midweek Bible Study and Prayer Meetings 
 
 

Wednesdays   4th                         Pastor Richard Miles 

6.50 – 8.30 pm 11th    Church Business Meeting 

 18th  Jill Morley  

 25th   Annmarie Miles 
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Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  

Please join us on Tuesday 3rd July when we will be led by 
Annmarie Miles. Coffee is served from 10 – 10.30 am, and 
everyone is warmly invited to stay and share in a light lunch 
together.     
 
Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting 

All ladies are invited to an evening of conversation and 
fellowship over light refreshments in the Upper Trosnant Hall 
on Tuesday 17th July at 7.30 pm. See Annmarie for more 
details. 
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

On Tuesday 10th July we will be meeting for our Annual 
Fellowship Evening of testimony, sharing and song. Ladies 
welcome too! 
 
Open House 
Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to join us from 2.30 – 4.30 
pm on Monday 9th July, for a time of friendship and light 
refreshments.  
  
Prayer in the 
Vestry: Monday mornings, 8.45 - 9.45 am. 
 
Prayer Meeting for Christians Against Poverty:  
Thursday 12th July, 10.30 am, at the Lighthouse Church. 
 

.  

Monday Night Prayer Meetings in Torfaen 
9th July, 7 pm  Prayer for Youth and Children’s work in our 

valley, at Upper Trosnant. 
16th July, 7 pm Prayer for Youth and Children’s work, 

focusing on GSus Live, at Upper Trosnant. 
23rd July, 7 pm Prayer for Revival, at Penygarn. 

Leadership Team Meeting: Tuesday 17th July, at 9.30 am. 
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Weekly Rotas 
Cleaning 
Rota 

July 2nd                      Keith and Barbara Fordham 
July 9th                   Janet Jones 

 July 16th            Phil Norman 

 July 23rd         Janet Pollard & 
 Jonathan Pollard  

 July 30th   Keith and Barbara Fordham 
 

 

Sunday 1st    Flowers Helen Norman 
 Door – am Barbara Fordham 
 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 
 Door – pm Jill Morley 
   

Sunday 8th    Flowers Yvonne Walker  
 Door – am Pam Charles 
 Teas – am  Could YOU serve teas today? 
 Door – pm Rita Jones and Phyllis Jones 
   

Sunday 15th     Flowers Clare Hopkins 
 Door – am Clare Hopkins 
 Teas – am  Rhoswyn Williams 
 Door – pm Priscilla Pearson 
   

Sunday 22nd     Flowers Jo Shanahan 
 Door – am Anthea Scott 
 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins 
 Door – pm Clare Hopkins 
   

Sunday 29th   Flowers Pam Charles 
 Door - am Could YOU welcome people today? 
 Teas - am Could YOU serve teas today? 
 Door - pm Could YOU welcome people today? 

 
*There are some gaps here… Please consider how you could fill 
them. 
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Birthdays  in July 
 

 

 

 

2nd    Pastor Richard Miles 

3rd     Audrey Jones 

18th   Anthea Scott 

23rd   Andrew Shaw 
 

Please Pray For... 
 

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us. 

• Pray for our services, that God will be glorified in Pontypool.  
• Pray for Daniel Pearson and his team as they prepare to rebuild 

the entrance to the Hall.  

• Pray for our outreach this month, especially all those who will be 
invited to tea at Trosnant.  

• Pray that many will turn to the Lord and be saved.  

• Pray that the Lord will raise up new leaders and workers in our 
Church; especially for new S Club leaders on Sunday afternoon. 

• Pray for our organisations and meetings: Open House, The 
Sisterhood, the Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting, the Men’s Meeting, the 
Prayer Retreat, the mid-week Bible Study… 

• Pray for Pastor Jesse Smith and the Travellers’ Church. 
• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 

Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 
Toulouse; and ‘our’ missionaries Chris and Debbie Drew in Nepal. 

• Pray for the work of the BMS around the world.   
• Pray for Helen Norman for her health to be restored. 

• Pray for Dale and Naomi Norman as they settle in Pontypool and 
prepare for the birth of their baby. 

• Pray for David Wigley, Ron Saunders and all who are prevented by 
age or infirmity from worshipping in Church on Sundays. 

• Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness 
or accidents, including: Doreen Dixon, Alex Madden, Janet Pollard, 
Ann Price, Jo Shanahan, Ann Stephens, Greta and Derek Wagg, 
Marion Webb, Malcolm Williams… 
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Please join us as we celebrate a service of 
  

 
 

 
 
 

on Sunday 1st July 
at 4.00 pm 

 

We are so excited that at the afternoon service we will be 
baptising our sister Rita Jones. Please pray for Rita as she 
makes this public declaration of what God has done in her life 
through Jesus. 
 

The service will be followed by refreshments and fellowship in 
the Church Hall, to which everyone is invited. 
 

*********** 
 

Contact Details 
 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool 
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.org 

mailto:uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com
http://www.trosnant.org/

