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“Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

    and righteousness looks down from 
heaven. 

 The Lord will indeed give what is good.” 
(Psalm 85: 11) 

 

Sunday Services at  
11.00 am and 4.00 pm 

 

A very warm welcome to you  
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Newsletter Items: 
 

We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 
Please email items for the June 2018 Newsletter to 
uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com by Sunday 13th May. 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

 

Looking forward 
 

 As I write this, we have just had a very 
encouraging Vision Day. This is something 
that happens every two years, where we 
can look back at what God has done in 
the past and look to how he will lead and 
guide us in the future. 
 
     It was encouraging because of the 
sense of purpose and unity amongst us. 
We were small in number, but each 
person wanted to see the church move 
forward, doing what God wants. And that 
is the vital thing. 
 
     There were some excellent suggestions made, which we as a 
Leadership Team will be considering over the next few months. I am 
sure that there are many things we can put into place. As we 
considered what was suggested at the Vision Day in 2016, it was good 
to see how much we had been able to do. 
 
     But, as we look to the future, the most important thing is that we 
think and pray about what God wants. We can make all the plans we 
like, but if God is not in them we might as well not bother. 
 
     This is equally true in our individual lives. We need to make sure 
that we spend time reading his Word and praying so that we will know 
what he wants for our lives. And then we can put it into action by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     Over the next few months, we will be feeding back our thoughts for 
your consideration and prayers. Please feel free to make any comments 
to one of the Leadership Team. 
      

2 



        Above all, let’s ask the Lord that we will know HIS leading and 
guiding: 

Show me your ways, Lord, 
    teach me your paths. 
 Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are God my Saviour, 
    and my hope is in you all day long. 

Psalm 25 v 4 – 5 (NIV) 
 

Love in Jesus,                    Pastor Richard 

 
Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for May 

 
 

Our Sister Kath Jones 
 

We were sad to hear of the passing of Upper Trosnant’s oldest 
member, our dear sister Kath Jones, who celebrated her 100th birthday 
just a few weeks ago. She will be missed by many, but we rejoice that 
she is with the Lord. Please pray for her daughters Kay and Lyn and all 
the family. We will remember Kath’s life in full in the June newsletter.    
 

The Baptismal Service 
 

Sadly the Baptismal Service arranged for 15 April had to be postponed, 
on account of the death of Tony Janes’s brother in a tragic accident. 
Please pray for Rita and Tony and all the family at this difficult time. 
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May 6 am: Provision Genesis 30 v 25 – 43         

 pm: Who is Jesus? Matthew 12 v 22 – 37   

Pentecost  

May 20    am: Be filled with the Spirit Ephesians 5 v 18 

 pm: S-Club Anniversary All-Age Service 

May 27 am: Running Away Genesis 31 



Greetings from Doreen  
 

This is the month of the Royal Wedding, and the Media are 
demonstrating a new anxiety concerning the presentation of this 
fanfare event. Windsor Castle is under a flight path to Heathrow 
Airport. How will they tune out the noise of the jets?  
 
     Noise!! It permeates every aspect of modern society. Even in our 
town, some complexes have found triple glazing is insufficient to 
combat the trauma and turbulence of traffic on ordinary roads, let alone 
under a flight path, or near a motorway. The other day, however, I 
encountered noise with a difference. Walking around Llandegfedd 
reservoir, the noise of twanging masts on moored boats beside the 
Yacht Club, the different notes of sheep and lambs bleating in harmony, 
the gurgle, plunge and splash of waves, birds in the trees, children’s 
voices in the distance, all united together to present a glorious 
symphony of Spring!  
 
     Maybe the next time we encounter noise – with annoyance – we 
should recollect – with gratitude – that we can hear the noise. We are 
not deaf, we are not in a prison of silence. The Oscar winning film The 
Silent Child  ends with a scene in which the deaf girl stands forlorn 
against the playground wall, lonely and excluded from the fun and 
games of the other children. Then she catches sight of the teacher who 
taught her sign language. Her face lights up and they sign to each 
other, “I love you.” 
 
     When we consider how we can impact our community in the name 
of Jesus Christ, have we realised that, indeed, actions can speak louder 
than words? When Jesus healed a deaf man, he used sign language! I 
quote:  “Jesus took the deaf man aside from the crowd. He put his 
fingers into the man’s ears. He looked up to heaven and sighed. He 
said to the man, ‘Be opened’ – and the deaf man was healed.  Jesus 
gave the man privacy; he looked up to heaven and sighed to indicate 
God’s concern; he acted as if he was pulling the deafness out of the 
mans ears. And I am certain, he smiled.              
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   The sign language of our church is expressed by smiles, by hands 
held out in welcome, by a door wide open for EVERY ONE who wishes 
to come in, by tea, biscuits in abundance, an interesting toy box,  
patient people, prayerful attention… and, possibly, even people who 
can present the gospel in authorised sign language, in preparation for 
any one who comes into Upper Trosnant Baptist Church and who has 
the disability of deafness. For, indeed, how can they hear – unless we 
tell/show them ?                   

Doreen, with love  
 
Thankyou for your prayers, cards, flowers and concern during my 
illness, and continuing recovery. We praise and thank God for His 
healing grace. 
 

Ask the Pastor 
 

 
Is Jesus the only way 

to God? 
 
 
 
The short answer is, yes, he is. By his own words:  
 
Jesus answered: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.”  John 14 v 6 (NIV) 
 
     This question has been asked now because there is a teaching out 
there which seems to imply that it may not be necessary to come 
through Jesus, and God will accept those who have not trusted Jesus. 
 
     As we can see from the Scripture verse above, that is completely 
the opposite to what Jesus himself taught. Many people who cast doubt 
on the Bible will say, “I only follow the teaching of Jesus, I don’t bother 
with the rest of it.”  These  words are  from Jesus’  own lips! 
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     And so, we need to come to God through Jesus. But, does that 
mean that we have to do it before we die? Yes, I believe so. There has 
to be a real and definite response to what God has done through Jesus. 
That is not possible after death. It can happen very close to death, 
even by those who may not be physically conscious. But in their minds 
and hearts they make a response. 
 

     If it was not necessary to come to God through Jesus before death, 
then we would not need to preach the Gospel. In that case, God would 
accept everyone anyway; we might as well not bother with trying to 
reach people. 
 

     Jesus is the only way to God, because it is he and no one else who 
has done all that we need to make it possible for us to come to God. He 
lived the perfect life that we could not. He died in our place to provide 
forgiveness of sins. He rose again to guarantee that we have life for 
ever. In the words of Peter, who was one of Jesus’ followers: 

 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved. Acts 4 v 12 

(NIV) 
 

Pastor Richard 

 
All About Open House 

 

All ladies and gentlemen are warmly invited to Upper Trosnant’s newest 
meeting, Open House. We meet in the Hall on the second Monday of 
every month, between 2.30 and 4.30 pm. You are welcome to stay for 
the full two hours, or to just drop in for a shorter time. Our next 
meeting is Monday 14th May.  
 

     Open House is an informal meeting for anyone who would like to 
spend time with friends, and to make new friends. We can enjoy 
chatting, or perhaps you would like to play a board game with us. You 
are welcome to bring any craft or sewing activities along. Tea, coffee 
and refreshments including sandwiches are provided.  
 

 For more information, please see                                          Anthea 
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Report on the Vision and Prayer Day  
 

 

     On Saturday 14 April, a group of Church members and friends met 
together in the Hall to seek the Lord’s Will for the future direction of our 
Church. The day began and finished with praise and prayer, and 
included a time of fellowship and conversation over a bread and soup 
lunch.   
 

     In the first session of the day, we looked at ways in which God has 
been working in people’s lives since the last Vision Day two years ago. 
We identified a great many ways, including the increase in numbers in 
Sunday afternoon services; new connections made with our 
‘neighbours’ in Aneurin Bevan Court and Trosnant Villas; the 
encouragement of mature Christians coming to join us on Sundays; 
Dale and Naomi’s planned return and enthusiasm for living in 
Pontypool; the help we have been given by Malpas Road Evangelical 
Church; the vibrancy, frequency and power of our prayer meetings; the 
way that individuals are growing in confidence and participating more in 
services; the fervency of the singing in Sunday services; the resilience 
of those who are suffering from long-term health issues, and the way 
that others have stepped into their shoes when needed; and the 
Leadership. We also acknowledged the encouragement we have had as 
a Church through God’s provision of new workers, sufficient finances, 
and after many years of prayer the planning permission to make a 
permanent ramp up to the Hall. 
 

     After a break for coffee we considered the ideas that had arisen 
from the last Vision Day, and how far we had managed to implement 
them. One important desire had been to reach out and connect with 
the people who live around the Church, and all agreed that the series of 
soup lunches and afternoon teas had been a great way to introduce 
ourselves, particularly to the older population who live nearby. Even if 
individuals were unable to come they were glad to be asked, but 
numbers at these meals had been consistently good and the feedback 
from visitors had been excellent. Another goal had been to increase the 
opportunities for prayer in our Church. Invitations to seek prayer are 
displayed  on th e notice  sheet,  and the  Monday prayer  meetings are   
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now regularly advertised in the Newsletter. It was agreed that we need 
to again remind each other to make use of the prayer book and the 
prayer box.  
 
     A list of Upper Trosnant’s regular activities through the week was 
displayed during the Vision Day. We considered these, and asked the 
question, ‘Where do we go from here?’ The discussion covered many 
areas of church life, including the following ideas and suggestions: 

• We must prayerfully seek the Lord’s Will as to what new visitors 
need and require from our services and meetings. 

• Can we offer practical help as well as friendship and fellowship? 
For example: support with IT; accompanying someone to a 
difficult appointment; making a phone call; providing a lift.  

• Should we have a ‘taxi fund’ to ensure that lack of transport is 
never a reason for anyone not to attend any meeting? 

• How can we strengthen our pastoral work? For example: contact 
people that we have not seen for a week or two, by phone, or by 
a call, or with an update on Church life. 

• Do we do enough for the men in our community? The Eastern 
Valley Christian Men’s Fellowship is a very successful meeting for 
Christian men, but should there be an alternative for men who do 
not yet know what Christian fellowship is? 

• Can we reach out one-to-one in particular ways, for example, 
teaching cooking on a budget?  

• What is the next step to follow our soup lunches and afternoon 
teas? The idea of a Family Fun Day was discussed, and it was 
agreed that first we should ask the families of children who come 
on a Sunday afternoon what they would most enjoy and 
appreciate? 

• We should ‘play to our strengths’. We have some brilliant 
musicians; can we use them more in what we do?  

• We are a powerful praying church; should we also offer prayer in 
people’s homes in small groups?    

Please continue to pray that the Lord will use these ideas to continue to 
build up our Church, and help us to glorify His name and bless our 
town.    
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Work in Progress: the New Entrance to the Hall 
 

When the Upper Trosnant Church Hall was re-built on the old 
foundations, it was always the plan to have a permanent ramp and 
steps built to provide safe access for all. The wooden ramp and steps 
that have served us so faithfully were only ever intended to be 
temporary, and they are now starting to decay. There are several 
reasons why they have been in use for so long, and at an Extraordinary 
Church Meeting on Wednesday 18th April, Daniel Pearson gave a 
presentation about the history of this project, and led us through the 
plans to build the new steps and ramp in the late spring or summer.  
 

    Rebuilding the Hall and creating access through the old graveyard 
was made very complicated on account of the Church’s listed building 
status, and because of the state of some of the old vaults in front of 
the Hall. The original planning application was rejected on account of 
the railings, but after five years of waiting, Torfaen Council have finally 
given permission for the work to go ahead. Daniel explained the design 
considerations for the project. The new ramp and steps need to be built 
in a restricted area, as the ground falls steeply away in front of the Hall. 
Their appearance needs to be in keeping with the ‘curtilage’ of a listed 
building, and their structure must comply with building regulations: the 
construction must be sound and protect people from falling, and the 
slope must be appropriately gentle.  
 

     Plans for the new steps and ramp were shown on screen, and there 
is a copy on the Hall noticeboard. The new ramp will take a different 
route to the existing one, running along the back of the church to a 
landing and back, and then right and left beneath the kitchen window. 
The first part of the ramp will be made from old grave slabs, and the 
sloping and flat parts of the route will be built in different colours to 
make it safer for the partially sighted. In between the sections of ramp 
will be flower beds to soften the appearance of the paving, and a large 
vault roof stone will be positioned as a base for the bins. These will be 
screened by timber boarding. Daniel explained the structure of the 
ramp and steps. The landings will have concrete beams and pavers on 
top which will prevent any sinkage occurring. The handrails will comply 
to the  required   legal  height and diameter,  and will be  made of  mild 
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steel and painted. There will be a toe rail to protect the feet of 
wheelchair users and lower bars, close together to make it safe for 
children. Another feature is to be an electric car-charging point in the 
carpark, so we will be ready for this future development in motoring! 
 

     The building work is estimated to take up to six weeks, and the cost 
of the project is likely to be £10-12K. At the close of the meeting, 
Pastor expressed the great thanks of the church to Daniel for his hard 
work on our behalf over many years since the first work was done on 
the old hall. Daniel is regularly at the Sunday afternoon service, and is 
happy to answer any questions that anyone may have.  
  

GIFT DAY: Sunday 6th May 
 

     Since 2000 God has been particularly good to Upper Trosnant. We 
are a small fellowship in terms of numbers, but He has unfailingly 
guided our membership while some major building works have been 
undertaken. The ancient and dangerous graveyard was transformed to 
become a safe and useful carpark. The ramshackle old hall with its 
rusty corrugated roof was entirely refurbished and made fully 
accessible. The money to complete these major projects all came in – 
just enough, and always when it was needed – and the Church was 
never in debt. More recently we undertook the rewiring and decorating 
of the Church, and the complete refurbishment of both the Vestry and 
the Church Flat above, and again, all that we needed was provided. 
 

     The Leadership have agreed that it is right that we should hold a 
Gift Day this year, as we have done in the past, to enable members and 
friends to contribute specifically to the cost of the work on the Hall 
steps and ramp. Special gift envelopes are being distributed, and on 
Sunday 6th May you are invited to bring your gift during either service. 
Alternatively, you can use the special envelopes to place gifts in the 
offering on any Sunday in the weeks following.  
 

     Please give as you feel led and with a thankful heart. The Bible 
says, ‘Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’ (2 Corinthians 
9:7.)      
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Services/Meetings 
 

Sunday 6th  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles (Communion).  

Sunday 13th    11.00 am The Rev. Richard Harrison. 

   4.00 pm Mr Andy Toovey. 

Sunday 20th  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (Communion). 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles: All Age Service 
for S Club Anniversary. 

Sunday 27th   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (BMS Collection). 

 4.00 am Simon Matheson of Christians Against 

Poverty (BMS Collection). 

Outreach Services 

Monday 7th    (No Service at Ty Bryn.) 

Monday 21st   2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios. 
 

Sisterhood Speakers 
 

Tuesdays 1st  Annmarie Miles. 

at 3 pm 8th  Pastor Jayne Harris. 

 15th  The Rev. Jonathan Forman. 

 22nd    Clare Hopkins. 

 29th  Val Attwell. 
 

Midweek Bible Study and Prayer Meetings 
 

Wednesdays   2nd                        Pastor Richard. 

7.00 – 8.30 pm 9th   Jill Morley. 

 16th  Priscilla Pearson. 

 23rd   Phil Norman. 

 30th  Evening of Prayer. 
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Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  

Please join us on Tuesday 1st May when we will be led by Jacqui 
Maguire. Coffee is served from 10 – 10.30 am, and everyone is 
warmly invited to stay and share in a light lunch together.     
 
Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting 

All ladies are invited to an evening of conversation and fellowship over 
light refreshments in the Upper Trosnant Hall on Tuesday 15th May at 
7.30 pm. See Annmarie for more details. 
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

Please join us on Tuesday 8th May at 7.00 pm, when David Jones will 
be speaking about ‘Dorothy Williams – a woman of prayer’.  
 
Open House 
Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to join us from 2.30 – 4.30 pm on 
Monday 14th May, for a time of friendship and light refreshments. See 
page 6 of this Newsletter for more details. 
   

Prayer in the Vestry: Mondays 14th and 21st May, 8.45 - 9.45 am 
 

Monday Night United Prayer Meetings in Torfaen 
 

7th May Bank Holiday: No meeting. 

14th May, 7 pm  Prayer for Youth and Children’s work in our 
valley, at Upper Trosnant. 

21st May, 7 pm Prayer for Youth and Children’s work in our 
valley, at Upper Trosnant. 

28th May, 7 pm Prayer for Revival, at Penygarn. 

Leadership Team Meeting: Tuesday 8th May at 9.30 am. 
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Weekly Rotas 
Cleaning 

Rota 

May 7th                   Keith and 

Barbara Fordham 

May 14th                Janet Jones 

 May 21st            Phil Norman 

 May 28th      Janet Pollard & 

Jonathan Pollard  
   

 

Sunday 6th  Flowers Janet Pollard 

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door – pm Priscilla Pearson 
   

Sunday 13th   Flowers Yvonne Walker 

 Door – am Anthea Scott 

 Teas – am  Yvonne Walker 

 Door – pm Jill Morley 
   

Sunday 20th    Flowers Pam Charles 

 Door – am Pam Charles 

 Teas – am  Rhoswyn Williams 

 Door – pm Rita Jones and Phyllis Jones  
   

Sunday 27th   Flowers Rhosywyn Williams 

 Door – am Clare Hopkins 

 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins 

 Door – pm Clare Hopkins 

 
If for any reason you find you cannot do your turn 
on a rota, please try to swap with somebody else. 
If you cannot arrange to swap, please speak  
to Annmarie… 
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Birthdays  in May 
 

 

 

 

7th  Phil Norman  

18th    Jo Shanahan 

19th  Pam Charles 
 

Please Pray For... 
 

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us. 

• Pray for our services, that God will be glorified in Pontypool.  
• Pray for Daniel Pearson and his team as they prepare to rebuild 

the entrance to the Hall.  

• Pray that the Lord will raise up new leaders and workers in our 
Church; pray especially for new leaders in our Sunday afternoon 
children’s work, now named S Club. 

• Pray for the events of the coming month, especially the Royal 
Wedding Tea on 19 May.  

• Pray for our organisations and meetings: Open House, The 
Sisterhood, the Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting, the Men’s Meeting, the 
Prayer Retreat, the mid-week Bible Study… 

• Pray for Pastor Jesse Smith and the Travellers’ Church. 

• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 
Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 
Toulouse; and ‘our’ missionaries Chris and Debbie Drew in Nepal; 
for Dale and Naomi Norman as they seek to settle in the UK. 

• Pray for Keith Fordham as he undergoes eye surgery, and for 
Helen Norman as she struggles with pain. 

• Praise the Lord for Doreen Harrison’s continued recovery.  
• Pray for Eric and Audrey as seek to buy a new home. 

• Pray for all who are grieving, including the family of Kath Jones, 
and Rita and Tony Janes and Helen Normn, Mike and Gavin Vella 

• Pray for David Wigley, Ron Saunders and all who are prevented by 
age or infirmity from worshipping in Church on Sundays. 
Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness 
or accidents, including: Doreen Dixon, Alex Madden, Janet Pollard, 
Ann Price, Jo Shanahan, Ann Stephens, Greta and Derek Wagg, 
Marion Webb, Malcolm Williams… 
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Please join us at Upper Trosnant’s very own 
 

Royal 
Wedding 

Tea 
 

Saturday 19th May 3.00 pm 
 

Please sign the list in the Hall, or ring or email the Church to 
reserve your place.  
 
 

 

*********** 
 

Contact Details 
 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool 
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.co.uk 

mailto:uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com
http://www.trosnant.co.uk/

