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“The Lord will indeed give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its harvest.” 
 (Psalm 85 verse 12) 

 

Sunday Services at  
11.00 am and 4.00 pm 

 

A very warm welcome to you 
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Newsletter Items: 

 

We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 

Please email articles or features for the October 2019 edition to 
uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com by Sunday 15th September 2019. 
 
        Cover picture: sabrina schulz, pexels.com 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

 
 

Great is Your Faithfulness 
 
I’m sure that I have mentioned this 
before, but there is a sense that 
September marks the start of a new 
session in the life of the church. It is 
probably my background in teaching 
that makes me think that way. I 
remember well the sense of 
anticipation as a new class would 
arrive, and I would have to get to know 
30 new pupils. I always set myself the 
challenge that I would be able to know 
each of their first names by the end of 
the first day of term! 
 
     I wondered, how are things going to turn out this year? Will they be 
well behaved? Will they learn anything? I have to say, most of the time 
the experience was positive – I did enjoy the majority of my teaching 
career. 
 

     There should be a sense of anticipation for us as a church too. What 
we should be asking is “what is God going to do amongst us?” As we 
think of that, we can be excited, because we know the God who we are 
dealing with. He has been so good to us in the past and promises to 
continue to be so. And, who knows what he will do?  
 
     And God’s faithfulness and blessing to us is a preaching theme in 
September. (see below). We have the opportunity to thank him for his 
goodness to us as we celebrate Harvest – please make every effort to be 
there for the services on the Sunday. Also, we will be having our Harvest 
Supper on the following Wednesday (details on the back cover of the 
magazine). There will be great food and fellowship on that evening – you 
are all welcome. Please let us know you are coming – it’s good to have 
an idea of numbers. 

2 



          And the reason we do all this? We recognize God’s faithfulness 
to us. Yes, in terms of providing our needs physically, but also spiritually 
as we thank him for the blessings in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has made it possible through his life, death and resurrection to have 
a right relationship with God. Surely that is worth celebrating! 
 

     Many of you were helped by the ministry recently of Meirion Thomas. 
He brought these verses from Lamentations 3 v 23 - 24: 
 

     Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. (NIV) 
 

     Let’s rejoice in that as we start a new session together. 
 

 Love in Jesus,                               Pastor Richard 

 
 

Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for September 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
 

The Torfaen and District Gospel Partnership will be holding a prayer breakfast on 
Saturday 7th September, at Pontyrhydrun Baptist Church, from 9 – 11 am. Everyone 
is welcome.  
 

Creation Meeting 
 

Everyone is invited to join us at Upper Trosnant at 7.00 pm on Friday 20th 
September, when we will be watching a DVD entitled ‘A God of suffering?’ followed 
by discussion over refreshments. 
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September 1st       am: God is Gracious  Colossians 1 v 1 – 14 

 pm: God is Great Psalm 90 
HARVEST 
September 22nd           

 
am: God is Good 

 
Psalm 104 v 27 – 28 

  pm: God is Generous 2 Corinthians 9 v 10 – 11 



Greetings from Doreen 
 

We live in an age of amazing development. Today, red telephone kiosks 
mostly appear as garden features! We carry our mobile phones wherever 
we go, and contact the rest of the world in seconds, as well as noting the 
news events as they happen. We can google questions which 
Encyclopaedia Britannica never dreamt of – and get immediate answers!  
 

      I remember an old man who left his village home for a day trip to 
London. On his return, he said, ‘It was not good there. I had to mix long 
steps with short steps: so many people. At home, I can stride in freedom, 
without any problem.’ In 2019, his contemporaries think nothing of flying 
to Spain, Greece, Mexico, Egypt, for their annual holiday. It is even 
possible, if you are rich enough, to consider booking a place on a flight 
to the moon!!   
 

     Consider Joel chapter 2 verses 29-30, where God says, ’I will pour 
out My Spirit in those days, I will show wonders in the heavens and on 
the earth.’ All knowledge comes from God and He is the creator of all 
things. The rapid increase of wisdom and ability in our present century is 
part of His plan for planet earth. A presentation of His promise, also in 
Joel chapter 2, says, ‘I will pour out My Spirit in those days – before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.’ Mobile phones are a 
real affirmation of the accuracy of the Bible!! It is now possible that when 
Jesus returns, every eye WILL see Him. (Revelation chapter 1, verse 7.)   
 

     So, how do we respond to the immediate situation? We can stride, in 
freedom, when we walk with the Lord. Who, but God, knows how 
important we might be in His purposes, if we continue to trust and obey? 
Galatians chapter 5 verse 6 assures us, ‘The only thing that counts is 
faith, expressing itself through love.’ In your present situation, keep 
these words from Esther chapter 4 verse 14 in mind: ‘Who knows but 
that YOU have come to your position for such a time as this?’                           

 

From, Doreen, with love and prayer 
 

Many Sundays, Richard and I still have opportunities to share the gospel 
in other churches.  BUT, if we do not see you, we carry you much in our 
hearts. 
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The Valley of Vision 
 

 

We were greatly blessed on the first Sunday in August by a day of 
ministry from the Rev. Meirion Thomas, Pastor of Malpas Road 
Evangelical Church. In the morning service, Pastor Meirion preached on 
Lamentations 3, and spoke of how it is right that sometimes Christians 
should lament, just as God’s people lamented during times of suffering 
and punishment from God.  
 

     Although Lamentations does not have an author in the Bible, the five 
poems in that book are thought to have been written by the prophet 
Jeremiah, who lived through the destruction of the city of Jerusalem, 
when the Jewish people had wandered far from God’s ways. In chapter 
3 Jeremiah describes his deep unhappiness – and then, in the midst of 
his anguish, he remembers that God is still there, and always will be: 
 

So I say, “My splendour is gone 
    and all that I had hoped from the Lord.” 
 I remember my affliction and my wandering, 
    the bitterness and the gall. 
 I well remember them, 
    and my soul is downcast within me. 
 Yet this I call to mind 
    and therefore I have hope: 
 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 
    for his compassions never fail.  
They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 
    therefore I will wait for him.” 

(Lamentations 3 verses 18-24)  
 

     Pastor Meirion observed that it is when the sky is darkest that the 
stars shine the brightest. When we are at our lowest, then the Lord is at 
his closest.  He recommended a poem written many hundreds of years 
ago by a puritan Christian, and published by the Banner of Truth in the 
book The Valley of Vision. Here is the poem:  
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Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly,  

Thou has brought me to the valley of vision,  

where I live in the depths but see thee in the heights; 

 hemmed in by mountains of sin I behold Thy glory. 

 

Let me learn by paradox 

that the way down is the way up,  

that to be low is to be high,  

that the broken heart is the healed heart,  

that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, 

that the repenting soul is the victorious soul,  

that to have nothing is to possess all,  

that to bear the cross is to wear the crown,  

that to give is to receive,  

that the valley is the place of vision. 

 

Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from deepest wells,  

and the deeper the wells the brighter Thy stars shine; 

 

Let me find Thy light in my darkness,  

Thy life in my death,  

Thy joy in my sorrow,  

Thy grace in my sin,  

Thy riches in my poverty 

  Thy glory in my valley. 
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Friend of Betty 
 

This is the testimony of a lady who died earlier this year, aged 91. She 
was the widow of a man who worked on our farm when I was a boy, and 
for whom I had great affection. She became the mother of 7 sons, and 
lived to see her great-great-grandchildren.                                

 Richard Harrison 
 

     One day, a long time ago, there was a little girl called Betty who lived 
with her parents in Sussex. She was eight years old when her mother 
gave her away to an aunt and uncle. Her mother’s words were, ‘I don’t 
want her. She can go.’ So this aunt and uncle brought her to Yorkshire. 
 

     Little did I know what sort of life I was in for. It was unbelievable. IT 
was a childhood of misery, of beatings and abuse. I did not know the 
love of a mother, or a hug or kiss and never had a kind word from anyone. 
I had to listen to my uncle swearing and shouting abuse at me. I went 
to different schools. I never made any friends – my aunt would not allow 
it. My uncle was a farm labourer who worked in different places and 
never stayed long in one place. We were always moving from one farm 
to another.  
 

     The years rolled by. I always managed to get to church, no matter 
where we were. My aunt allowed me to do this, but no way would they 
join me. They thought I was a bit funny when I told them I had found a 
friend. I had been given a beating this particular morning and shouted at 
for not doing my work – washing up, making the beds, and other jobs. 
Such was my misery that I ran away. My destination was a little church 
I had seen.  
 

     I went in and sat on a seat at the back. I had tears streaming down 
my face – I was so unhappy. I was looking up at the windows and one 
was of a lady kneeling, looking up at a cross. This lady was unhappy too 
– it was Mary, and it was Jesus there on the cross. I sat staring at that 
window when I felt a warmth come over me, like a gentle breeze. My 
tears stopped.  
 

      I was twelve years old, going on thirteen, but I knew in that moment 
of truth I had found a friend. At last I had found Jesus. Not even my 
aunt. 
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 and uncle could take Him away. I prayed to Him for His help, and indeed 
He did help me all through my childhood. All those terrible years of 
cruelty and abuse in my darkest moments of despair.  
 

     Everybody needs a friend. It makes no difference who you are. You 
don’t need to stand alone – from the darkest night to the rainbow end – 
even if you turn away He is always there. 
 

     A long time ago my friend died for us on the cross Ask Him into your 
heart – he will always be your friend, so let Him in into your life. 
 

Betty Mawer  

 
I’ve found a Friend, oh, such a friend! 
     He loved me ere I knew Him; 
He drew me with the cords of love, 
     And thus He bound me to Him. 
And round my heart still closely twine 
     Those ties which naught can sever, 
For I am His, and He is mine, 
     Forever and forever. 
 

I’ve found a Friend, oh, such a friend! 
     He bled, He died to save me; 
And not alone the gift of life, 
     But His own Self He gave me! 
Naught that I have mine own I call, 
     I’ll hold it for the Giver, 
My heart, my strength, my life, my all 
     Are His, and His forever. 
 

I’ve found a Friend, oh, such a friend! 
     So kind and true and tender, 
So wise a Counsellor and Guide, 
     So mighty a Defender! 
From Him who loves me now so well 
     What power my soul can sever? 
Shall life or death, shall earth or hell? 

           No! I am His forever.                              By James Small 
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Harvest Wordsearch 
 
Can you find all the words that are printed below in bold?  The letters 
you have left, read from top to bottom and left to right, will tell you the 
name of the original German author of this popular harvest hymn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the ground; 
But it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand: 
He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 
The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 
 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, For all His love. 
 

He only is the maker of all things near and far; 
He paints the wayside flower, He lights the evening star; 
The wind and waves obey Him, by Him the birds are fed; 

Much more to us, His children, He gives our daily bread. 
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R E T N I W A Y S I D E F M 

A Y L I A D A T D N U O R G 

E R T H A N K A B O V E R S 

N A E H T S G S I H T A T H 

I I V F G I F T S T I N T N 

H N E L R I I A A N I F E W 

S N N O S E M C C A O R L A 

N E I R B A S L P S D O G R 

U V N D K E S H A L D N E M 

S A G E Z A Y W I R O W A T 

D E R E T A W H E N O U U H 

R H E F D H C U M L G U G I 

I R A S D L E I F U L S N H 

B R E A D E E S N O W I N D 



Smile Please! 
 
Many thanks to Greta Wagg for donating two books of funny stories and 
jokes to the Newsletter editor. Here is a selection of witty signs and 
accidentally funny notices that have been spotted outside churches: 
 

We are Soul Agents 

 

WORN OUT? COME IN FOR A SERVICE! 
 

When a man aims at nothing, he seldom misses 
 

GUEST SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY 6.30 PM  – 

COME AND SHARE OUR MASSAGE! 

 

Christmas Day Service will be Hell at 10.30. 
Everyone Welcome! 

 

This Church is not just four weddings and a funeral… 
 

Remember – amateurs built the Ark; 
Professionals built the Titanic. 

 

Next Saturday – Parish dinner in the Church Hall. 
Weightwatchers in the Vestry. 

 

Don’t let worries kill you – let the Church help!  
 

Without the bread of life – you’re toast! 
 

When life isn’t a bed of roses, 

Remember who wore the thorns… 
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Services/Meetings 
 

 

Sunday 1st     11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles (Communion) 

Sunday 8th   11.00 am Mr Ron Spillards 

   4.00 pm Mr Ron Spillards 

Sunday 15th  11.00 am The Rev. Richard Harrison (Communion) 

 4.00 pm Mr Simon Matheson 

Harvest   

Sunday 22nd   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles  

 4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles  

Sunday 29th  11.00 am Mr Dale Norman (BMS offering) 

 4.00 pm Mr Dale Norman (BMS offering)  
 

Special Services 

Monday 2nd   3.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Bryn 

Monday 16th  2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios 

Thursday 26th  2.00 pm Meeting at Regency House 
  

 

Sisterhood Speakers 
 

Tuesdays 3rd   Richard Harrison 
at 3 pm 10th  Terry Jones 

 19th   Pastor Richard 

 24th  Clare Hopkins  

 
Midweek Bible Study and Prayer Meetings 

 

Wednesdays   4th                  Phil Norman 

6.50 – 8.30 pm 11th   Jill Morley 

 18th    CHRIS and DEBBIE DREW 

 25th   Harvest Supper  
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Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  

Please join us on Tuesday 3rd September, when our speaker will be 
Jacquie Maguire. Coffee is served from 10 am, and you are warmly 
invited to stay and share in some light refreshments after the 
meeting.  
 
Ladies’ Bible Study and Fellowship Meeting 

All ladies are invited to join us on Tuesday 17th September at 7.30 
pm in the Vestry.  See Annmarie for more details.  
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

Gentlemen are invited to join us on Tuesday 10th September at 7.00 
pm when our speaker will be Mr Adrian Cox.  

Open House 
Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to join us from 2.00 – 4.00 pm on 
Monday 9th September, for a time of friendship and light 
refreshments. 
 
Prayer in the Vestry: Monday mornings, from 8.45 - 9.45 am. 

 
Prayer Meeting for Christians Against Poverty:  
Thursday 26th September - 10.30 am, at the Lighthouse Church. 
 
Monday Night Prayer Meetings in Torfaen, in the Vestry 

  2nd September, 7.00 
pm 

Prayer for outreach in our valley. 

 9th September, 7.00  pm Prayer for children’s and youth work in 
our valley.  

16th September, 7.00 pm Prayer for children’s and youth work in 
our valley. 

23rd September, 7.00 pm Prayer for revival. 
 

Leadership Team Meeting: Tuesday 24th September at 9.30 am. 
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Weekly Rotas 
 

Cleaning 

Rota 

September 2nd           Janet Jones 

September 9th                         Phil Norman 

 September 16th   Janet Pollard & Jonathan Pollard 

 September 23rd                 Keith & Barbara Fordham  

 September 30th  Janet Jones 

  
Sunday 1st       Flowers  Pam Charles  

 Duty Deacon  Annmarie Miles 

 Door – am  Pam Charles 

 Teas – am   Anthea Scott 

 Door/Offering – pm  Clare Hopkins 
   

Sunday 8th    Flowers  Janet Pollard 

 Duty Deacon  Dale Norman 

 Door – am  Clare Hopkins 

 Teas – am   Clare Hopkins 

 Door/Offering – pm  Jill Morley 
   

Sunday 15th        Flowers  Clare Hopkins 

 Duty Deacon  Keith Fordham 

 Door – am  Clare Hopkins  

 Teas – am   Barbara Fordham 

 Door/Offering – pm  Barbara Fordham 
   

Sunday 22nd        Flowers   Sian Garwood 

 Duty Deacon  Annmarie Miles 

 Door – am  Annmarie Miles 

 Teas – am   Rhoswyn Williams 

 Door/Offering – pm  Clare Hopkins 
   

Sunday 29th  Flowers Dale & Naomi Norman 

 Duty Deacon  Annmarie Miles 

 Door – am  Helen Norman 

 Door – pm  Helen Norman 

 Door/Offering – pm  Priscilla Pearson 

13 



 
   

Please Pray For... 
 

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us, and 
for our Leadership Team, that the Lord will be with them as they 
make plans for our Church in the coming months.  

• Pray that our Harvest celebrations will be a time of blessing for our 
congregation and for our local community. Pray that many will 
accept invitations to the Harvest Supper. 

• Pray for all the children and young people who come to S Club, and 
for Sue as she leads the group. Pray for new families and children 
coming to our Church. 

• Pray for our organisations and meetings as they start up after the 
holidays: Open House, the Ladies’ Evening, Sisterhood, Prayer 
Retreat, the Men’s Fellowship... 

• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 
Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 
Toulouse; Sue and Dave Verwey in Japan; Dale and Naomi Norman 
with Covenant Players. Pray especially for Chris and Debbie Drew 
as they travel in the UK sharing news about the work of BMS. 

• Pray for all who are prevented by age or infirmity from worshipping 
with us on Sundays, including Ron Saunders in Plas-y-Garn. 

• Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness or 
accidents, including: Doreen Dixon, Lindsey Firth, Geoff Hands 
(Clare’s dad), Doreen Harrison, Annmarie Miles, Jean Miles, Helen 
Norman, Janet Pollard, Ann Price, Jo Shanahan, Ann Stephens, 
Greta and Derek Wagg, Marion Webb, Malcolm Williams, Marion 
Williams… 

• Pray for the ongoing recovery of Barbara’s sister Brenda after her 
heart transplant; pray for Barbara’s and Brenda’s mother, Eileen, as 
she settles in her new home in Regency House.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please join us as we celebrate our 
 

HARVEST  

FESTIVAL 
 

CELEBRATION SERVICES 

Sunday 22nd October 

At 11 am and 4 pm 
 

HARVEST SUPPER 
Wednesday 25th October 

7 pm ALL WELCOME 
 

Please ring or email the church to book your place at the Harvest 

Supper, or sign the list in the hall 
 

*********** 
 

Contact Details 
 

 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool  
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.org 
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