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Newsletter Items: 
 

We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 

Please email articles or features for the September 2018 edition to 
uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com by Sunday 5th August 2018 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

 

Taking a Break  
 

 And so, we are here again in the middle 
of Summer. What a Summer it has been! 
The hottest for a number of years, which 
suits some people better than others. 
Personally, as I’ve shared before, I like 
the warmer weather (T shirt, ¾ length 
trousers and bare feet are favourite for 
me!), but I know that the heat causes 
problems for some. And it is true that we 
really do need the rain as well to water 
everything and keep it looking lush and 
green. 
 
     This time of the year, too, gives many of us an opportunity to take a 
break from what has been going on, maybe the opportunity to go away 
for a few days. And, a number of the activities in the church are taking 
a break for the month of August, as you will see when you read 
through the magazine.  
 
   It is good to be able, as it were, to re–charge the batteries to come 
beck refreshed and ready for what lies ahead in the Autumn – and 
there will be plenty, both in terms of church and our own lives. Jesus 
himself needed times of rest; He often would go away on His own. 
Here’s one of my little exercises for you. When you read through the 
Gospels, see how many times He goes to be away from others. 
 
      As you rest, you can still stay close to God, as Jesus in His times 
away went to speak to His Father. Maybe you might have some more 
time to read His Word, pray or enjoy a good book? 
 
    Whether you are going away, or staying at home, I trust that you 
will be refreshed during this time. Here are the well-known words of 
Psalm 23 for you:  
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 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
     He makes me to lie down in green pastures;  
He leads me beside the still waters. 
      He restores my soul;  
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 
      Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil; for You are with me;  
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
      You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  
You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.  
      Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 
 And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.      
  
Love in Jesus,                    Pastor Richard 

 
Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for August 

 
Welcome to Baby Felicity! 

A very special welcome to the newest member of the Upper Trosnant 
Church family – baby Felicity Estelle Norman, who was born at 2.07 am 
on Friday 20th July. The congratulations and best wishes of the Church 
go to Naomi and Dale – and to Bamps Phil and Nanna Helen as well! 
Felicity measured 22 inches and weighted 7lb, 2 oz, and we praise the 
Lord for her safe arrival.   
     Please pray for Naomi and Dale as they adjust to their new life as 
parents. May the Lord bless them with sleep!, and non-members are 
very welcome too.   
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August 5 am: It’s all about Jesus 1 John 1 v 1 – 4 

 pm: How well do you listen? Matthew 13 v 1 – 23 

August 26    am: We can be forgiven 1 John 1 v 5 – 2 v 2 

 pm: Division Matthew 13 v 24 – 30, 
36 – 43 



Greetings from Doreen  
 

We can become quite blase when confronted with dire headlines 
proclaiming the demise of yet another natural species. After all, this is 
an age of scientific expansion, and when we read that there are only 
two white rhinos alive in the world – both female – we can readily 
comprehend the possibility of creating a test-tube embryo, using frozen 
sperm from a dead white rhino male, and thus saving the threatened 
species! But recent headlines have provoked more personal agitation. 
Consider this: ‘Bananas threatened with extinction!!’ 
 

Now this is extinction in our own fruit bowl! Written references to 
bananas date back to 500 BC. In the UK, we consume 5 billion bananas 
in one year. Half of human DNA is also owned by a banana! And now, 
in 2018, yellow bananas are threatened by a fungus disease – fusarium 
– which attacks the root system, and for which, at the moment, there is 
no defence. There are 1,200 types of banana on planet earth, but the 
fungal disease is no respecter of species. In this lovely summer season, 
we applaude the promise which God made to Noah, ‘As long as the 
earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night will never cease.’  
 

     Maybe we need to concentrate on the opening phrase, ‘As long as 
the earth endures’? With the frequently quoted adage in mind – ‘Elderly 
people don't buy green  bananas!’ – should we consider the wisdom of 
“Going Green” as our social responsibility? When God finished His 
creation we read that He saw all that He had made, and it was very 
good. It is vital that we begin to reasess our care and concern for the 
amazing gift of Planet Earth. We are each responsible for our own small 
corner: the possible demise of the yellow banana is a warning light 
before the final red stops all movement!  
 

     Against this dark background – enjoy these words from Psalm 100. 
‘Shout for joy to the Lord all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness, 
come before Him with joyful songs. For the Lord is good – and His love 
endures for ever.’ Bananas might disappear. God is everlasting!                          
 

     And how are you all coping with this glorious summer weather? 
Enjoy it, while it lasts.                                          Doreen, with love 
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A Visit from the Verweys 
 

We were greatly blessed on the evening of 20 June when David and 
Sue Verwey came on a visit to Upper Trosnant. They were near the end 
of a long journey around the UK as they travelled to meet supporters of 
the Japan Mission and to share news of their work and family. David 
showed slides of the Japan Mission’s many outreach activities before 
leading a study on Peter’s words in 1 Peter 3 verse 15: ‘Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have.’ What wise advice this is for anyone 
who wants to be effective in sharing the Gospel! David answered many 
questions about the work of the Japan Mission before he and Sue 
joined with those present in a time of prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annmarie and Pastor 
Richard with Sue and 
David Verwey 

 

One important area of outreach for the Japan Mission is their Kid’s Club 
for pre-school children. Many Japanese people are eager to learn 
English, and both mothers and small children can start speaking the 
language as they play and sing songs together – and discover what it 
means to be a Christian at the same time. The islands of Japan have 
seen several natural disasters in recent years, including the huge 
earthquake and tsunami in 2011, but also many floods and cyclones. 
These disasters give local churches the opportunity to show God’s love 
and compassion to their friends and neighbours. When they do this 
they  often  find  that the  people  they have  helped  want  to come  to 
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a service to show their appreciation. Most churches in Japan are very 
small, and the Japan Mission has an important role to play in assisting 
them with emergency supplies and equipment.  
 

     David also shared the inspiring story of Mr Takahara. He and his 
wife were saved through the Hospital Evangelism Ministry of Japan 
Mission in the 1960s. They married in 1973, since when they have 
devoted their lives to sharing the Gospel through audio-visual media. 
Mr. Takahara leads workshops and seminars to train Christian workers 
and he also preaches at evangelistic meetings and lectures at Bible 
Colleges. His most recent ministry however is his Noah’s Ark! The 
Hollywood film Noah, which was released in 2014, made a big impact in 
Japan. The depiction of the story was very inaccurate, but it created 
awareness in the minds of many Japanese people that the flood and 
the ark were real historical events. Mr. Takahara spent many hours 
studying Noah’s ark, and he built an exact scale model of the ark as it is 
described in the Bible. The model ark comes apart – one floor at a time 
– revealing how Mr. Takahara imagined the interior may have been 
arranged, with storerooms and compartments and a system for pulling 
water up to the different levels. Armed with his ark model and a folder 
of details and facts about the ark, Mr. Takahara now travels to many 
places to explain the story of Noah to non-Christians, Sunday school 
students and interested Christians. Educating people about the deep 
truths of the Bible is a critical part of his ministry and he helps to open 
their eyes to God's truth. 
  

     This is the letter that Pastor Richard has recently received from the 
David Verwey: “Sue and I arrived safely back in Japan on June 26. 
THANK YOU once again for the kindness you showed us. Please carry 
our greetings and thanks over to the warm-hearted folk of Upper 
Trosnant Baptist Church. Words cannot describe our gratitude for all 
that you continue to mean to us and the work in Japan. We drove 
about 5,000 miles without a flat tyre or any incident. Praise the Lord! 
We were able to renew friendships and make contact with some new 
churches and individuals. We left the UK blessed and encouraged. 
Thank you! The Lord has answered your prayers for us. You continue to 
be in our prayers.  Many thanks and God bless,”          David and Sue 
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News from the Drews 
 

We have received a letter from the Drew family – Chris and Debbie and 
their children Rebekah, Sam, Tabea and Joshua – whom Upper 
Trosnant support through our giving to BMS World Mission:  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

It's four months since we moved house in Kathmandu and we have felt 
welcomed into our new community.  We seem to be close to all the 
action... next door to shops and the market and on a busy road.  
Nepalis really live outdoors... we tend to wake to voices and busyness 
around 6am when the street will already be full of people shopping, 
going for a morning walk or doing their washing (outside). Last week, I 
nipped to the shops for milk and was invited to stop for tea and cake to 
celebrate a birthday. Strangely to me, we were celebrating the birthday 
of the shop-owner's son, who is working in Dubai.  He has been gone a 
year or two and won't be home for some time.  I felt really glad I had 
stopped to help make what could be a sad occasion of missing their son 
into a fun time with neighbours. 
 

     About 10% of Nepalis work overseas providing about 25% of the 
income for the country; the employment opportunities in Nepal are so 
poor.  Whole villages are without men in their twenties and thirties, 
children grow up without fathers who feel their only option is to earn 
money abroad.  Flights are so costly that it can be years between visits 
and so families live apart. 
 

     Several friends are involved in businesses to try to stimulate the 
economy in Nepal.  From restaurants to shoe factories, to knitting 
businesses and clothing manufacturers.  They are run ethically and 
often with a focus on women at risk, or recruiting based on need for a 
job not skill (imagine running a business like that!). Whilst our skills and 
work tend to be in Christian development, we are reminded again that 
God uses people with a range of skills to transform lives. 
 

Chris and Debbie  
 

Please continue to pray for the Drew family and for all Christians in 
Nepal.  
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Wisdom in Creation: Part Three 
 

 Proverbs 3 verses 19-20 says, 
 

“By wisdom the Lord laid the Earth’s foundations, 
by understanding He set the heavens in place; 
by His knowledge the watery depths were divided, 
and the clouds let drop the dew.” 

 
     This is how Solomon described God, as a master builder 
demonstrating his wisdom in creating planet Earth. In the first two 
parts of this study I looked at the how the foundations of the Earth 
were laid out by God, and how the dimensions and structure of our 
planet and its atmosphere are absolutely perfect to sustain human life. 
But now let us consider two further aspects of creation that are often 
described as amazing and mysterious – outer space, and the deep 
oceans.  
 
     Just as our homes need light and warmth, so the Lord made the 
sun, moon and stars to give light and warmth to the earth, and to mark 
seasons and days and years. In Genesis 1:14-19 we read that the Lord 
created two main light sources – the sun by day, and the moon and 
stars by night. This means that the earth is never without light, even at 
night, but we are able to sleep without the brightness of the sun’s light. 
 
     The sun is just one star out of 100 billion stars in the Milky Way 
galaxy, and our galaxy is only one of billions of other galaxies in the 
universe, yet all the stars and galaxies are held together by gravity and 
are moving in a precise and ordered motion, like the wheels and cogs 
that work in unison to turn the hands of a clock. Just as our gardens 
bring us joy and delight when filled with trees, flowers and produce – 
how beautiful these are in their colours and shapes – so modern 
telescopes have revealed that in outer space there are countless 
beautiful colours, shapes and patterns. For example, we can see the 
rings around planets, the marvellous shapes of galaxies, and many 
beautifully coloured gas clouds. The heavens give glory to their creator 
by their sheer size, magnificence and beauty. 
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In verse 20, Solomon says, ‘By His knowledge, the deeps were divided, 
and the clouds let drop the dew.’ Just as our homes and gardens need 
water to function, whether for cooking, washing, cleaning, or watering, 
so the earth also needs water for life to flourish. With its oceans, lakes, 
rivers and streams, and with rain, snow, dew and other forms of 
precipitation, the earth has plenty of water! About 70% of the earth’s 
surface is covered by water and as a planet it is unique in its 
abundance of water.  
 

     We read in Genesis 1:9-10 that it is likely that in the beginning, all 
the land was joined together in one massive block or ‘supercontinent’, 
and the seas were one great ocean (‘gathered to one place’). This 
supercontinent has been named the ‘pangaea’, and at some time – 
probably at the time of the flood – God divided it up into different 
continents, islands and oceans. Looking at the shape of some land 
masses that are now far apart, they have such a similar outline that it 
suggests that they were once joined together. The east coasts of North 
and South America, for example, would fit very neatly into the western 
side of Africa – but now they are separated by the vast Atlantic Ocean. 
 

     The oceans teem with life, and provide us with an abundance of 
food as well as opportunities for travel and recreation. They also play 
an extremely important role in moderating the earth’s climate, 
regulating the temperature around the globe, and preventing extremes 
of heat and cold. The oceans absorb a great deal of the sun’s heat, and 
their tides and currents bring warmth to cooler parts, like the Gulf 
Stream that keeps north-western parts of Europe, including the British 
Isles, from experiencing far colder winters. They also absorb carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere and they produce more than half the 
oxygen in the atmosphere, so are vital in sustaining all life on Earth. 
The oceans play an essential role in the Earth’s water cycle, forming a 
vast reservoir from which water evaporates, forms clouds and is then 
distributed in various forms as precipitation (rain or snow) over the land 
and seas. Without the constant supply of water, the Earth would 
become one vast desert, and life as we know it would be impossible. 
 

     So these two verses give us a tiny glimpse into the wonder and 
depth of the Lord’s  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understanding,  as  well   
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 as the greatness of His power. How great is our God!  
 

     We can gain many spiritual insights from these verses. The Lord 
Jesus is our rock, and we should build our lives on the foundation of 
our relationship with Him and our trust in His Word. Or as Jesus put it, 
‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain 
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
(Matthew 7:24-25.) 
 

  The church is being built on the Rock of the truth that Jesus is the 
Christ, the son of the living God. Do you remember what Jesus said 
when Peter declared that He was the Messiah? Jesus replied, ‘And I tell 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hell will not overcome it.’ (See Matthew 16:15-18).  The New 
Testament also describes Jesus as the chief cornerstone in the Temple 
of God, and we his followers as ‘living stones’. (See 1 Peter 2: 4-8.)  
 

     It is truly wonderful to know that God will supply all our needs 
according to His mighty power, as revealed by His care of, His provision 
for, and His protection of the entire universe. Hallelujah!  

Jill Morley 
 

The Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
 

This article is the final part of Jill’s study of Wisdom in Creation, but she 
is continuing to explore the book of Proverbs when she leads our 
Wednesday night Bible Study. Page 11 of the Newsletter shows who is 
leading the meeting each week – we are greatly blessed by having so 
many members who share their knowledge and wisdom with the 
Church in this way! If you have never attended Bible Study before you 
would be very welcome to join us. We meet in the Hall at 6.50 for tea, 
coffee and biscuits, and share prayer needs before the Bible Study 
begins.  At present Pastor Richard is leading a study of the prophet 
Daniel; Phil is looking at some of the shorter letters in the New 
Testament; Annmarie is guiding us in a study of some of the ‘best-
known bits of the Bible’ such as the Lord’s Prayer; and Priscilla is 
leading a series of studies on the Resurrection. Why not come along? 
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Services/Meetings 
 

Sunday 5th   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles (Communion). 

Sunday 12th    11.00 am Mr Dale Norman.  

   4.00 pm Vision of Hope. 

Sunday 19th  11.00 am The Rev. Richard Harrison (Communion). 

   4.00 pm The Rev. Richard Harrison. 

Sunday 26th    11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (BMS Collection). 

 4.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (BMS Collection). 

Outreach Services 

There will be no meeting at Ty Bryn this month. 

Monday 20th   2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios. 
 
 

Taking a Break 
 

Both Sisterhood and the Ladies Prayer Retreat will be 
taking a break during August, and there will be no 
Monday morning or Monday evening Prayer 
Meetings. But this doesn’t mean that as a Church  
we will stop caring, sharing or praying! As you  
enjoy the summer holidays, please continue to pray for 
 one another and for Christian work in Torfaen and in 
the wider world. And please join us to pray and study 
God’s word as we meet in the Hall on Wednesday evenings. 
 

 

Midweek Bible Study and Prayer Meetings 
 

Wednesdays   1st                        Pastor Richard Miles 

6.50 – 8.30 pm 8th    Priscilla Pearson 

 15th  Phil Norman  

 22nd  Jill Morley 
 29th  Evening of Prayer 
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Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting 

We will be meeting on Tuesday 21 August, and heading off for an 
evening out. Time and place to be confirmed – Please see 
Annmarie. 
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

All men are invited to the Upper Trosnant Hall on Tuesday 14th 
August at 7.00 pm, when our guest speaker will be Fran Richley. 
Fran is a Christian police inspector who uses his passion for 
motorsport and gift of painting to raise money for many charities 
in our area. Please join us if you can! 
 
Open House 
Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to come along between 2.30 and 
4.30 pm on Monday 13th August, for a time of friendship and light 
refreshments. If you would like to know more about what we do, 
please see Anthea.  
 

A Word of Encouragement  
 

Abide in Christ eternally 

Pray continually 

Pass on wisdom and stories generationally 

Call to remembrance yearly 

Celebrate seasonally 

Check your spiritual income monthly 

Congregate weekly 

Reflect on your blessings nightly 

Encourage one another daily, daily, daily… 

From harryhunteronline.com/poetry 
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Weekly Rotas 
 

Cleaning 

Rota 

August 6th                      Janet Jones 

August 13th                   Phil Norman 

 August 20th            Janet Pollard & Jonathan Pollard 

 August 27th         Keith and Barbara Fordham  
 

   

Sunday 5th   Flowers Jane Clay 

 Door – am Clare Hopkins 

 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins 

 Door – pm Jill Morley 

   

Sunday 12th   Flowers Janet Pollard 

 Door – am Pam Charles 

 Teas – am  Rhoswyn Williams 

 Door – pm Rita Jones and Phyllis Jones 

   

Sunday 19th    Flowers Clare Hopkins 

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door – pm Clare Hopkins 

   

Sunday 26th     Flowers Doreen Harrison 

 Door – am Anthea Scott 

 Teas – am  Could YOU help make the tea today?  

 Door – pm Priscilla Pearson 

 
 
 

If for any reason you find you cannot do your turn 
on a rota, please try to swap with somebody else. 

If you cannot arrange to swap, please speak 
to Annmarie…. 
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Birthdays  in August 
 

 

 

 

1st      David O’Shea 

1st      Malcolm Williams 

17th    Tony Hopkins 

26th     Greta Wagg 
 

Please Pray For... 
 

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us. 

• Pray for our services, that God will be glorified in Pontypool.  
• Pray for Daniel Pearson and his team as they prepare to rebuild 

the entrance to the Hall.  

• Pray for all who are going away on holiday during the summer, 
that they will be blessed and refreshed, and will return safely and 
in good health.  

• Pray for those who are lonely during the long summer break; ask 
the Lord to show you ways to be a friend to those in need. 

• Pray that the Lord will raise up new leaders and workers in our 
Church; especially for new S Club leaders on Sunday afternoon. 

• Pray for our organisations and meetings during August: Open 
House, the Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting, the Men’s Meeting, the 
mid-week Bible Study… 

• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 
Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 
Toulouse; Sue and Dave Verwey in Japan; and ‘our’ missionaries 
Chris and Debbie Drew in Nepal. 

• Pray for Helen Norman and Doreen Harrison for their health to be 
fully restored. 

• Praise the Lord for the safe arrival of baby Felicity, and for Naomi 
and Dale as they embark on their new life as parents.  

• Pray for David Wigley, Ron Saunders and all who are prevented by 
age or infirmity from worshipping in Church on Sundays. 
Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness 
or accidents, including: Doreen Dixon, Doreen Harrison, Alex 
Madden, Janet Pollard, Ann Price, Jo Shanahan, Ann Stephens, 
Greta and Derek Wagg, Marion Webb, Malcolm Williams… 
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THE NEW HALL RAMP AND STEPS 

ARE COMING! 
 

At the beginning of September, we hope 
that work will be starting on the new 
entrance to the Hall. The new ramp and 
steps will give safer and easier access, as 
well as some attractive beds of plants.  
 
     The work will take up to 6 weeks to 
complete, and during this time we will not 
be using the Hall at all. All weekday 

meetings that are usually in the Hall will be held instead in the 
Vestry/Pastor Richard’s Office, and on Sundays both S-Club and 
refreshments after services will be held there too.  
 
     Please ask one of the leadership team if you would like to see the 
plans for the new steps and ramp, or if you have any other questions. 
The very first event in the Hall after the work is complete will be the 
Harvest Supper.  

 
 

*********** 
 

Contact Details 
 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool 
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.co.uk 

mailto:uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com
http://www.trosnant.co.uk/

