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“From the rising of the sun to the place where 
it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.” 

(Psalm 113.3) 
 

Sunday Services at  
11.00 am and 4.00 pm 

 
A very warm welcome to you  
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Newsletter Items: 
We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 
Please email items for the October 2017 Newsletter to 
upper.trosnant@btinternet.com by Sunday 15th October 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

Living the Gospel 
 

As I write this, Annmarie and I just back 
from our holidays. It is always good to 
have time away for rest and, as it were 
to recharge the batteries.  
 

     We return to a full Autumn 
programme. As well as services on 
Sundays, we are continuing with our 
events in which we seek to share Jesus 
with those around us. We have an 
anniversary tea, and there will be a 
“Soup on Saturday” on 18th November, 
as well as the events of the Christmas 
season. (Yes, less than 3 months to go!) 
 

     As well as that, we are holding Baptism classes – see page 3 for 
more details. If you are interested please let me know.  
 

     As all of these events take place, and the regular meetings continue 
each week, it is important to realise that we live as Christians 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, not just when we have meetings in church. We are 
to live out the Gospel in our lives at all times. 
 

     We are starting a series in 2 Timothy on Sunday mornings – Paul 
writes these words to a young man starting out in ministry: 
 

     “He (God) has saved us and called us to a holy life – not because of 
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.” 2 
Timothy 1 v 9 (NIV).  
 

     A holy LIFE, in other words, a life that lovingly shows something of 
Jesus in everything we do and say. 
 

     May the Lord help us to live in that way. 
 

 Love in Him,                             Pastor Richard 
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Pastor’s Preaching Schedule for October 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Baptismal Classes – starting Tuesday 17th October 
 

The Pastor and Annmarie will be holding a series of meetings open to all 
those who would like to be baptised, or who would just like to find out 
more about what baptism means. The meetings will be on Tuesday from 
7 – 8.30 pm, running for 5 weeks from 17th October until 14th 
November. Please speak to the Pastor if you are interested in coming 
along.   
 

Visit from Margaret Collins-Reese – Wednesday 11th October  
 

We welcome Margaret on a visit to Wales from Toulouse in France, 
where she works as a missionary to the Jewish community.  Even if you 
do not usually attend the mid-week Bible study and Prayer Meeting, why 
not come along to hear more about how Margaret is sharing the good 
news of Jesus – and perhaps learn an Israeli song or two! 
 

Creation Evening – Friday 13th October  
 

Everyone is welcome to join us for a video and discussion in the Hall, 
starting at 7.00 pm. Please share this invitation with friends from other 
churches.  
 

Shoebox Service – 29th October at 4.00 pm 
 

The Christmas gifts for Operation Christmas Child will be blessed in 
Church before being sent off. Please choose any of the lovely knitted 
puppets, bags and hats to use – have a look on the table in the Hall. 
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October 1st am: Hold on to the Gospel 2 Timothy 1 v 13 - 18 
pm: God or money? Ecclesiastes 5 and 6 

October 15th  am: Keep going   2 Timothy 2  v 1 - 13 

October 22nd  pm: Be wise Ecclesiastes 7 and 8 
October 29th  am: Your words matter! 2 Timothy 2 v 14 - 25 



Greetings from Doreen  
 
 

We were sitting by a lake, which was sustained by several streams, and 
enhanced by a central fountain. The water lilies were in full bloom, the 
sky was blue – and I became aware of the music! There were deep 
notes where one of the streams entered the lake over a series of little 
waterfalls. There were tinkling chords as the water lapped against 
stones on the bank. There was a crescendo of splashes as the fountain 
spray rose and fell. From all sides, different sounds combined to make 
water music that exalted the beauty of a summer day in Wales.  I was 
hearing a symphony – and if just one watery note had been missing the 
entire effect would have been limited.  
 
     I remember reading about an orchestral performance at which the 
conductor suddenly stopped the orchestra. Consternation. What was 
wrong? He explained: 'I couldn't hear the piccolo.' Now, if the drum – or 
the trumpet – or the large cymbal – had fallen silent, his action might 
have seemed credible! But the thin piping note of a piccolo!? The 
conductor continued, 'For complete harmony, every instrument is 
important. So, piccolo, please – play your part.'  
 
     In the orchestra of life, everyone is important. This is an amazing 
statement when we consider that, in April 2017, records show that 7.5 
BILLION people populated Planet Earth!! More than three million of 
them live in Wales. The Bible affirms, 'Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s 
care. The very hairs of your head are all numbered!'  
 
     Incredible as it may seem – our faith asserts that each person who is 
– or was – or will be (!) a citizen on Earth is known to God! We are all 
included in the great tune of Creation. The music of our living is 
important. So – how tuneful are we? Do we keep our attention on the 
Conductor? Do we check the Score (the Bible)? Or have we stopped 
playing His melody?         

With my love, Doreen 
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Ask the Pastor 
 

As many of you know, I was called to do 2 weeks’ Jury service in 
August. I was hoping to be able to share first-hand experience as to 
what it is like to be in a court room at a trial, and part of a jury involved 
in exercising justice. 
      
     In the event, I was not elected to serve at all during the 2 weeks. 
However, it did make me think about a question that I was asked: 

 
 

What should be the attitude 
Of a Christian in terms of 

Justice and mercy for  
an offender?” 

 
 
      
     In other words, how should being a Christian affect what I think of 
punishing those who have done wrong? 
 

     Our attitude is always to be informed by God’s character, as he has 
revealed himself in his word. We read that God is a God of justice: 
 

     “For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity.”  
     (Isaiah 61 v 8) 
 

     We also read that we are to act in a just way: 
 

     “Blessed are those who act justly, who always do what is right.”  
      (Psalm 106 v 3)      

     We all have an inbuilt sense of justice – when we think that 
something is unfair or unjust we want it to be put right. That is God-
given, that is his character, it is part of our being made in the image of 
God. 
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In terms of wrongdoing, it would seem that justice means that it is 
punished. However, we also read: 
 

     “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 
in love.” (Psalm 103 v 8) 
 

     How do we balance the two? As Christians, we need to think of our 
own lives. Each of us has done things that are wrong, and therefore 
deserve to be punished. God has shown his love and mercy to us in 
Jesus, and we can now know his forgiveness. 
 

     As we consider others who have done wrong, we need first and 
foremost to pray that in their lives they will know the love and 
forgiveness of Jesus that we have. That does not mean that, in terms of 
crimes committed, they simply be let off. What it does mean is that, as 
they serve the sentence, they can be shown something of the love of 
God through the witness of Christians, and have their lives changed. It is 
amazing how many people do come to faith in Christ whilst in prison.  
We are to show the love of Christ to them while they are in prison, as 
well as when they are released. There is an interesting feature about 
‘Prisons Week’ on page 9 of this newsletter, and we will be praying 
specifically for those in prison and affected by prison during the week 
8th – 14th October.   

     I know that there are many other Scriptures that we could have 
looked at, but I trust this has at least made you think. 

 

Pastor Richard 
 

 

A Note About Rotas… 
 

A big thank you to everyone who helps in Church Sunday 
by Sunday, whether by arranging flowers, welcoming 
people at the door, or making refreshments. If you are 
unable to take your turn for any reason, please try to 
arrange a swap with somebody else on the rota. But, only 
 if you can’t, please speak to Annmarie… 
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Happy Birthday Richard 
 

It was a joyous occasion on the evening of Friday 15th September when 
over 60 people gathered to celebrate Richard Harrison’s 80th birthday. 
You could have heard a pin drop as the guests waited in darkness and 
silence in the church hall as an unsuspecting Richard and an innocent-
looking Doreen walked up the steps… The silence was soon followed by 
loud cheering and clapping as they entered the room! 
 
     The hall was beautifully set out and decorated, with special guests 
Richard and Doreen and their family from Bristol – Ruth and Jason and 
their daughters Rachel and Lottie – all seated at the ‘top table’ on the 
stage. Sadly, their other daughter Rachel was unable to be there. Chef 
Keith, ably assisted by Barbara, had prepared a delicious three course 
meal, which was served by a willing team of ‘waiters’ Phil, Jill and Jo. 

 

     In a break before dessert was served, Pastor Richard congratulated 
everyone for managing to keep the party a secret, and thanked Richard 
H for all that he has done for Upper Trosnant over so many years. Then 
Jo came up to bring greetings from several friends who were unable to 
attend, and to present a magnificent cake, topped with a preacher made 
from icing, as her own gift to Richard. He next unwrapped – with some 
difficulty – a  gift from   the  Church.   It  was a  framed  photograph  of  
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 preaching in the early days of his ministry in Pontypool.  
 
     A cry of “Speech! Speech!” then went up. Richard said he was 
amazed to see so many people there, and looking around at each table, 
he ‘introduced’ all the guests to one another. The longest journey had 
been from Bishops Stortford, where Richard was pastor before coming 
to Torfaen as the Eastern Valley Missioner in 1996. Others had travelled 
from Cardiff, and Pastor Peter Cho and his family had come across from 
Newbridge. Many local churches were represented, including Pontymoile 
Mission, High Street Abersychan and Penry Chapel.  
 
     Richard reflected on his own conversion in a small village church in 
Yorkshire, and said that he had always had a heart for small churches 
and causes. Some people might be wondering if he now intended to 
‘retire’ in some way, but he and Doreen were fully committed to 
continuing doing the Lord’s work for as long as they were able.  
Although their daughters both live some distance away, the members of 
Upper Trosnant are like family to them.  
 
     In a card read out in Church the next day, Richard wrote, ‘”thank 
you for the wonderful meal and bringing together so many of my friends 
to mark an important milestone in my life. The photograph inscribed 
with the words ‘A friend loves at all times’ says it all.” 
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Prisons Week 
 
Did you know that every week, the Government issue a document 
entitled ‘Prison Population Statistics’? When this newsletter went to be 
printed, there were 82,305 men in British prisons, and 3,947 women. 
There are 150 prisons in Britain, with more being built. The nearest to 
us are at Usk (capacity 250) and at Adamstown in Cardiff (capacity 784). 
That is just for adults of course. The latest statistics for youth custody 
record over 900 under-18s in secure units at the end of 2016.  In that 
year there were 4,300 ‘restrictive physical interventions’ on young 
people in custody, 1,400 incidents of self harm, 2,900 assaults, and 
2,400 instances of a young person being placed in ‘single separation’ in 
a Secure Training Centre or Children’s Home. 
 
     You may have read in your newspaper recently of the terrible 
pressure that Britain’s prison staff are under these days. Their working 
conditions can often be dangerous and they are threatened and verbally 
abused. Low staffing numbers make it impossible to stop drugs and 
weapons being smuggled into prisons.  
 
     We are perhaps more likely to know people who have been victims 
of crime than we do somebody who has been convicted of one in court. 
And perhaps we know a family member of a prisoner – their lives can be 
extremely difficult as they come to terms with what their loved one has 
done, and struggle to manage without them. Prisoners can be sent 
hundreds of miles away from their partners, children, or parents.  
 
     The Bible tells us to ‘Remember those who are in prison, as though 
in prison with them,’ (Hebrews 13.3) but it can be difficult to know what 
we can do or how we should pray.  This is where the charity Prisons 
Week can help ups. For over 40 years Prisons Week has prepared prayer 
literature for the Christian community to use as they pray for the needs 
of all those affected by prisons: prisoners and victims, their families, 
their communities, those working and volunteering in prisons and the 
criminal justice system.  
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     Prisons Week was originally known as Prisoners’ Week. It began in 
England and Wales in 1975. The Prisoners’ Week Committee, consisting 
of Prison Chaplains and other Christians involved in work with prisoners 
and their families, was formed to encourage prayer within churches and 
the wider Christian community for the needs of prisoners. They 
produced a prayer and information leaflet for use on the third Sunday in 
November, designated Prisoners’ Sunday, with the week observed until 
the following Saturday. The work began as a Roman Catholic initiative 
started by Bishop Victor Guazzelli, but quickly gained ecumenical 
support. Today the patrons of Prisons Week include the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Archbishop of Westminster, the Archbishop of Wales 
and the Moderator of the Free Churches Group. 
 
     In 1993 Prisoners’ Week became a registered charity. Two years 
later, seeking to focus attention not only on the needs of prisoners but 
on all those involved and affected by prison (including prisoners families, 
victims of crime, prison staff, those working in other parts of criminal 
justice and many volunteers) the week became known as Prisons Week.  
 
     Prisons Week is being marked between 8 and 14 October this year, 
and a copy of the Prisons Week prayer leaflet is enclosed with this 
Newsletter. Please use these prayers to help you bring before God every 
group that is affected by prison or by criminal justice.     
 
For more information or to donate to the work of Prisons Week 
please see www.prisonsweek.org. 
 
Lord, you offer freedom to all people. We pray for those in prison. Break 
the bonds of fear and isolation that exist. 
Support with your love prisoners and their families and friends, prison 
staff and all who care. Heal those who have been wounded by the 
activities of others, especially the victims of crime.  
Help us to forgive one another, To act justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly together with Christ in His strength and in His Spirit, now and 
every day. Amen  
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Services/Meetings 
 

 

Sunday 1st  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles. 
   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles (Communion). 
Church Anniversary 
Sunday 8th   11.00 am Mr Geoff Champion. 
   4.00 pm Mr Geoff Champion. 
  
Sunday 15th   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (Communion). 
   4.00 pm Vision of Hope. 
  
Sunday 22nd   11.00 am Mr Alan Petersen. 
  4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles. 
  
Sunday 29th  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (BMS Collection). 
‘Shoebox Service’  
   4.00 pm  Pastor Richard Miles (BMS Collection). 
 
 
Outreach Services 
Monday  2nd   3.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Bryn. 
Monday 18th  2.00 pm Service for residents at Ty Ceirios. 
  

 

 
 

Sisterhood Speakers 

 

Tuesdays	 3rd		 The	Rev.	Richard	Harrison.	
at	3	pm	 10th		 The	Rev.	John	Funnell.	
	 17th				 Praying	together.	
	 24th		 Pastor	Jayne	Harris.	
	 31st		 The	Rev.	Priscilla	Pearson.	
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4Mid-week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
Wednesdays   6th                          Pastor Richard 
7.00 – 8.30 pm 11th   Visit from Margaret Collins-Reese  
 18th          Church Business Meeting 
 25th  Phil Norman 
   

Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  
Please join us on Tuesday 3rd October when we welcome Pastor 
Richard and Annmarie as our speaker. Coffee is served from 10 – 
10.30 am, and everyone is warmly invited to stay and share in a light 
lunch together.   
Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting 
All ladies are warmly invited to an evening of conversation and 
fellowship over light refreshments in the Upper Trosnant Hall on 
Tuesday 17th October, at 7.30 pm. See Annmarie for more details. 
 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 
Please join us on Tuesday 10th September at 7.00 pm, when we 
welcome Mr Howard Miles, who will be speaking on ‘Integrity in 
business’. 

Prayer in the Vestry Every Monday 8.45  - 9.45 am 

Monday Night United Prayer Meetings in Torfaen 
2nd October, 8 pm Prayer for CAP, at the Lighthouse Church. 
9th October, 7 pm  Prayer for Youth and children’s work in our 

valley, at Upper Trosnant. 
 

16th October, 7 pm Prayer for Youth and children’s work in our 
valley, at Upper Trosnant. 
 

23rd October NO MEETING 
30th October, 7pm Prayer for revival, at Penygarn. 
 

 Deacons’ Meeting        To be arranged 
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Weekly Rotas 
 

 

Cleaning Rota October 2nd              Janet Jones 
October 9th               Phil Norman 

 October 16th             Annmarie Miles 
 October 23rd        Keith and Barbara Fordham 
 October 30th  Janet Jones 

 
Sunday 1st  Flowers Doreen Harrison 
 Door – am Barbara Fordham 
 Teas – am  Anthea Scott 
 Door – pm Ann Price 

   

Sunday 8th  Flowers Audrey Jones 
 Door – am Doreen Harrison 
 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 
 Door – pm Jill Morley 
   

Sunday 15th  Flowers Jo Shanahan 
 Door – am Clare Hopkins 
 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins 
 Door – pm Priscilla Pearson 
   

Sunday 22nd  Flowers Helen Norman 
 Door – am Pam Charles 
 Teas – am  Annmarie Miles 
 Door – pm Barbara Fordham 
   

Sunday 29th  Flowers Clare Hopkins 
 Door - am Anthea Scott 
 Teas - am Clare Hopkins 
 Door - pm Annmarie Miles 
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Birthdays in October 
 
 
 

1st  Clare Hopkins 
15th  Jonathan Pollard 

 

 
Please Pray For... 

 
• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us. 
• Pray for our Sunday services, that they will glorify God. 
• Pray for the events of our Church Anniversary weekend, that our 

congregation and others will be blessed. 
• Pray for the work of the Gospel as it is preached in Pontypool town 

centre every Wednesday morning. 
• Pray for our Sunday School, especially that the Lord will raise up 

more helpers and leaders. 
• Pray for our organisations and meetings: the Sisterhood, the 

Ladies’ Fellowship Meeting, the Men’s Meeting, the Prayer Retreat, 
the mid-week Bible Study… 

• Pray for Pastor Jesse Smith and the Travellers’ Church. 
• Pray for Naomi and Dale Norman as they prepare for work in the 

London area with the Covenant Players. Pray that Naomi will 
quickly be given the visa she needs. 

• Pray for ‘our’ missionaries Chris and Debbie Drew in Nepal. 
• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 

Sue Martin, and Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese. 
• Pray for our members and friends who are prevented by age or 

infirmity from worshipping with us on Sundays, including Kath 
Jones, David Wigley… 

• Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness, 
including: Doreen Dixon, Jill Fryer, Audrey and Eric Jones, Alex 
Madden, Graham Morley, Helen Norman, Janet Pollard, Ann Price, 
Ron Saunders, Jo Shanahan, Ann Stephens, Greta and Derek 
Wagg, Malcolm Williams… 

• Pray for Audrey and Eric as they seek to move house.  
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Happy Anniversary to Us! 
 

 

We will be celebrating the 241st anniversary of Upper Trosnant over the 
second weekend in October. 
 

      Everyone who knows and loves our Church is warmly invited to 
come along and share in one or all of our special events: 

 
ANNIVERSARY TEA 

Saturday 7th October at 3.00 pm 
 
 

Don’t forget to sign up on the list in the Hall,  
or email to book your place… 

 
ANNIVERSARY SERVICES 

 

Sunday 8th October 
11.00 am and 4.00 pm 

 

Guest Preacher Mr Geoff Champion 
followed by refreshments 

 
 

*********** 
 

Contact Details 
 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool 
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: richardjohn.miles@gmail.com 
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.co.uk 


