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Letter from Pastor Richard
Tragedy and Triumph
I’m sure that we were all shocked and
saddened by the circumstances of the death
of Sir David Ames a few weeks ago. He was
simply doing his job as an MP, meeting
constituents in a church building, and
someone came along and took his life. Our
sympathies are with his family and friends.
That is truly a tragedy. And yet, there can be
triumph. How so? David was a man of faith
– he is now with the Lord.
At this time of the year, we have an
opportunity to remember those who gave their lives fighting in wars. For
each of them, there were those who grieved their loss. War is a terrible
thing, and I believe should only be contemplated as a last resort. The
death of those men and women is a tragedy. And yet, there can be
triumph. How so? The freedom that was maintained, which we enjoy
today was gained because of their sacrifice.
We are going through a time, as a church, where many are facing
their own challenges and difficulties. There are those in our fellowship
going through illness – some of it serious. Others have been in hospital,
some for major surgery. We also know that some, closely associated with
us are going through bereavement. These all, in their own way, have
elements of tragedy. And yet, there can be triumph. How so? Even in
these most difficult of circumstances, God’s presence can be known. He
provides his love and strength. And we trust and pray that those who are
not well will become so again soon.
And then, there is the ultimate in tragedy and triumph. This is seen in
the Lord Jesus Christ. He came to this earth and lived a perfect life. He
taught some amazing things; he went around doing good. And yet he
was put to death on a cross. The cruellest form of punishment
imaginable. Tragedy, all right! And yet there, too, there was triumph.
How so? As he died there, Jesus was actually victorious. He defeated the
power of sin and his enemies:
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God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He cancelled
the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the
cross. In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He
shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.

Colossians 2 v 13b – 15 (NLT)

And then, 3 days later, more triumph he came back to life again,
showing that the power of death had been broken:

God released him from the horrors of death and raised him back to life,
for death could not keep him in its grip.
Acts 2 v 24 (NLT)
And so, from the tragedy to the triumph of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, we can now know him and the life he gives for ever. All that
we need to do is to put our trust in him and what he has done. Then we
will know triumph out of tragedy:

There in the ground his body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
then bursting forth in glorious day
up from the grave he rose again!
And as He stands in victory
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am His and He is mine –
bought with the precious blood of Christ.
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty (© 2001 Thankyou Music)
Love in Jesus,

Pastor Richard

Pastor’s Schedule for November
Friday 5th and Saturday 6th November: attending Cardiff Baptist College
Thursdays 11th, 18th & 25th November: concentrating on college work
Thursday 4th, Fridays 12th & 19th November: Pastor’s days off
Saturday 27th – Tuesday 30th November – Annual Leave
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Greetings from Doreen
Along our lane, there are various shrubs and bushes, and now we are
well into the weeks of Autumn, there is a display of fruits which attract
the local birds who, in turn, provide music to match the season. There is
a big display of blackberries, juicy and large, and I am reminded of a cure
for whooping cough, which was well used in the nineteenth century. To
cure or counter whooping cough, pass your child under the bush. Then
leave a slice of bread and butter, as a thank you for the protection against
this unpleasant disease.
I haven’t seen local infants being thus treated – maybe it worked so
well that the disease lost its virulence?! Or should we adopt ‘modern’
methods of medical care and dismiss blackberry cure as an old wives’
tale?
The advance of modern science is breath-taking. I sample the local
blackberries and consider how many ‘modern’ medical discoveries will be
out of date in 2022. I look at the potential of science, dealing a blow to
the potency of covid, and wonder, what will be the next attack on the
health and well-being of humankind? And how slow we are to include
God. After all – who made the first blackberry?
God created all things, and the answer to every problem, distress,
perplexity is known to Him, because, without Him, nothing was made.
He has the answers. We need to be quicker with our questions.
Consider these words from the Bible:
Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy Name.
Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. Who forgives
all your sins and heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from the
pit and crowns you with love and compassion. Who satisfies you with
good things, so that your life is renewed like the eagle’s.
With love, Doreen
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Updates for November
• On Thursday 30th September, some of us were privileged to be part
of the Gwent Baptist Association Autumn Meeting. This took place
over Zoom with more than 30 people present. We had the
opportunity to sing God’s praise, pray and do a very small amount
of “business.” Undoubtedly the highlight was the talk by Gavin
Calver, the CEO of the Evangelical Alliance. He encouraged and
challenged us in our Christian lives to be the people God wants us
to be and show His love to those who we are in contact with each
day. I would strongly suggest that you go and watch it – it is
available on YouTube on “Moriah Baptist Church Risca.” Search for
“Gavin Calver GBA Autumn Council 30:09:21.”
• As mentioned in the October Newsletter, we were delighted with
the amount of dried food we collected for Harvest. It has now been
sent to the Eastern Valley Foodbank and Vision of Hope. Both were
extremely pleased to receive it.
• We had a blessed day as we celebrated our Church Anniversary on
Sunday 10th October. It was a great opportunity to thank God for
His goodness to Trosnant since it was founded 245 years ago,
including the 201 years in the present building. We had our morning
service together, and then in the afternoon tea, coffee and cakes in
the hall. Our preacher for the day was Rev Howard Jones, a great
friend and supporter of the church. He challenged and encouraged
us with messages from Matthew’s Gospel and Titus, reminding us
of God’s faithfulness in the past, present and future. We also had
an opportunity to see a slide–show with pictures from the past 12
months in church life. Despite the restrictions there have been, we
were amazed and thankful to God for the amount that we were still
able to do. Many thanks to Annmarie for putting it together.
• We are so grateful to everyone who has worked on a shoebox for
Christmas to be sent to those in need through the Blytheswood
charity. Particular thanks to Janet Pollard who works so hard in
organizing this each year. As we go to press, we don’t know how
many boxes we will send this year – there will be a full report in the
December Newsletter.
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Upcoming Events
Sunday 14 November @ 4 pm - Bible as History Special
WE NEED YOUR QUESTIONS!
Pastor Richard, Phil and Dale will be answering your questions live in the
Hall. We will be discussing issues related to the historical reliability of the
Bible. In addition, we will answer questions related to faith that the
pandemic of the past 18 months may have raised.
What Biblical events or topics have you always wondered about?
Please send your questions to uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com or phone
Pastor Richard by Wednesday 10th November.
See the back page for more information, and don’t forget to book
your place. Tea or coffee and cakes will be served, and we also hope to
Livestream this event.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING…
GET READY
FOR ADVENT 2021
Many people appreciated our Online Advent Calendar last year, and we
intend to do something similar this Advent. This time, though, we would
like to use the short interview format, where you can talk about your
favourite Christmas Scripture, favourite Christmas carol, or favourite
Christmas tradition that you have. We can do the interviews, which will
last between 3 and 5 minutes, either in person with you or on Zoom. We
would love to chat to as many of you as possible. We hope to have one
interview for each day in Advent (excluding the Carol Service Sunday).
The first Sunday in Advent is 28th November.
Don’t forget that the Church Meeting postponed from October is
to be held at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 10th November via
Zoom. Please make every effort to be there – we have a number
of important matters to discuss.
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Christmas Evans: Part 4 – His Final Years
This is the final part in a series about the life of the inspirational Welsh
preacher, Christmas Evans. He lived from 1736-1838, and has been
described as the ‘greatest preacher the Baptists have ever had in Great
Britain’. How amazing to think that he once preached at Trosnant!
Coming to Cardiff in 1828, Christmas Evans said he felt ‘like a merchant
who having insured his vessel, has nothing to lose; for I committed
myself to Jesus, the mediator of the New Testament, for time and
eternity.’ Having more time, he now began to prepare a volume of his
sermons for the press even though his eye was very weak. He prayed to
the Lord that ‘this publication will be to Thy praise, and not mine.’ He
also wrote a number of hymns which were of profound depth and
published about this time. He lacked his old energy, feeling the infirmities
of old age, yet in less than four years at Cardiff about eighty members
were added to the church.
At an Association meeting in 1832, he received a cordial reception,
where it was decided he should go to Caernarfon in north-west Wales,
although he had received many other invitations. He also changed his
mode of transport; some of his old Liverpool friends kindly presented him
with a gig. So, he returned to Cardiff, preached his last sermon there and
with his old horse now harnessed to the new vehicle he slowly travelled
to Caernarfon for the evening of his life.
Caernarfon is just across the Menai Strait from Anglesey where
Christmas Evans spent most of his life and his return to his old
neighbourhood brought great delight. His first Sunday attracted a large
multitude of people, many more than the chapel could hold. The crowd
outside was much larger than the congregation inside, so Christmas, with
new energy, stood next to a window and preached so that all could hear.
Expectation continued with large crowds gathering on the Lord’s day and
during the week and he preached at monthly district meetings and even
went south to preach.
The chapel was small with the usual squabbles, disputes and
burdened by large debts but the scenery was dramatic and supported
the drama of his sermons. Just eight miles away was the new Menai
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suspension bridge built by Thomas Telford, finished in 1826, with the
rugged coastline; the light house, difficult navigation, storms and the
occasional shipwreck. It was all brought to life by Christmas Evans who
used disasters to show the plight of sinners and the saving power of the
rescuing lifeboat of Jesus Christ.
Soon after his return to the north the Association meeting was held
at Llangefni in a field close to his old home, Cildwrn cottage. The whole
neighbourhood attended, and people came from all over the island to
hear the old patriarch again. And the old preacher was just the same,
mellowed with age and the past was revived and old sermons
remembered with the wonders of God’s grace. But at Caernarfon the old
problem of debt was still there; half had been repaid but £400 was still
owed. So once more he set out with his wife for a tour of the south to
preach and raise money.
It was May 1838 and during that month he preached 26 times in
South Wales including Pontnewydd, Capel Newydd, Horeb Blaenavon,
Ebenezer Blaenavon, Trosnant Pontypool, Abersychan and Pontrhydyrun.
He was received with great joy, and he was never so well loved. During
June he preached 25 times and in July he spoke to 11 congregations. In
Monmouthshire he preached a remarkable sermon before the county
Association on the text ‘By grace are ye saved.’ The effort was too much
for him and he was ill for a week. Making a partial recovery he was tired
but pressed on, preaching at Caerphilly, Cardiff, Cowbridge, Bridgend,
Neath and Swansea where he was the guest of the blind preacher, Daniel
Davies. Christmas Evans had strain in his voice and when he came down
from the pulpit he whispered, ‘This is my last sermon!’ And it was!
During the night he was taken very ill and the next day he was worse.
A doctor was called. The next he was able to get up and walk in the
garden, but that night he was worse again. The next day he said, ‘I am
leaving you. I have laboured in the ministry for 53 years’ and continued
‘Preach Christ to the people, brethren.’ His last words were, ‘Goodbye!
Drive on.’ So, he died as he had lived, trusting in the righteousness of
Christ.
Daniel Pearson
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Focus on Mission: All Change for the Douglas Family!
Dear Friends and Supporters,
Greetings from Nepal. We hope you are well and enjoying the autumn
colours and cooler weather! Thank you for your prayers; it really makes
a difference having you standing with us. Thank you for your faithfulness.
We now have a blog that we update with our latest news.
[Please ask the Pastor for the web address and password if you
would like to follow this, or if you would like to read the longer
version of this update via email.] In particular, we want to thank
you all for praying for Angus' International Nepal Fellowship
visa. Sadly, despite much wrangling it has not possible to secure his visa
for the Executive Director role, until graduation from his master’s degree
in Summer 2022. As a result, INF has appointed Angus to its International
board and he is able to operate in this position, particularly involved in
strategic planning, structural review and decision making. The board role
does not, however, come with a visa position, so please continue to pray
for us as we pursue other visas to tide us over till next summer. It has
been a frustrating and at times confusing journey, trying to discern how
we should move forwards, but we feel peaceful that this is the right step
for now; We can see God’s hand in all of this.
We are writing to you listening to the monsoon rain pouring and
thunder rumbling outside. In many ways it is so like our previous home
in Wales – and yet so different! It has been a long hard monsoon for so
many here in Nepal, with much flooding and devastating landslides. It
has also been exciting to learn how INF is impacting those most
vulnerable and disadvantaged in Nepal. We have mentioned previously
their relief for those impacted by the covid pandemic and recently this
was extended to those who have lost homes and livelihoods by monsoon
flooding.
As a family it has been all change again! In the second week of
September KISC (the Kathmandu International Study Centre) reopened,
allowing our older 3 children to attend school in person for the first time
in 18 months! We are hugely thankful that they have managed so well
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with the tough year and half of remote learning often in different time
zones, but we were pleased to wave them off to school again.
For our adopted son Qiniso, however, this meant another big
change. After some very unsettled behaviour and then lots of tears, he
has now got used to them going each morning – but is still very excited
when they come back again! Then, one month after returning to our
Nepal “home” our landlord served us notice to vacate the flat. So we are
currently house hunting and trying to gently prepare Q for the upcoming
changes. Although the timing seems less than ideal to us, we know that
God is not surprised by this turn of events and are trusting that He will
work this for good, providing a better place for us to live (we are rather
squished in currently) and that He will be with Q and us during this next
transition.
There is one lesson that we are forced to learn and relearn living in
Nepal. That of trust and dependency on God. In the developed world we
like to think that we are in control. Living in Nepal there is no illusion of
control! Roles change, visas don’t come when expected or promise –
sometimes even resulting in the need to leave the country. Government
parties and rules change meaning that what was the plan is no longer
possible. Or like for so many in this monsoon, heavy rains sweep away
everything that was built up and offered security. Maybe the covid
pandemic of the last 18 months has given many in the west a glimpse of
the insecurity of life, that those in the developing world live with
constantly. I hope that it teaches all of us a closer reliance on our Father
God.
Please pray that we are able to sort out alternative visas for our family
and for a good family home; for Qiniso to feel safe and secure during the
transitions ahead; for Angus in his new role, and for his dissertation
research and writing; for Caleb as he makes decisions about university
applications and gap year plans; and for him, Charis and Esther as they
settle into in person school with covid restrictions; for Helen as she cares
for Qiniso at home and manages the house search and move; for
patience and wisdom, and for strength and recovery from ongoing health
problems. And thank you for your ongoing support and prayers – they
make such a difference!
Angus and Helen Douglas
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CHURCH DIARY FOR NOVEMBER

SUNDAY SERVICES
11.00 am: In the Church building and live streamed on YouTube;
Followed by Tea and Coffee in the Hall.
Preachers

Sunday 7th
Sunday 14th

Dafydd Williams (Communion)
Pastor Richard – REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Sunday 21st
Sunday 28th

Pastor Richard (Communion)
Dale Norman

Please note, the service will start at
10.55 am

•
•

--------------------SUNDAY AFTERNOONS at 4.00 pm – Weekly Message on
YouTube
•

Every Sunday EXCEPT 14th November, when we will be meeting in the
Hall for the Bible as History Special (See back page and page 7.)
•

---------------------TUESDAY AFTERNOONS at 2.30 – SISTERHOOD in

the Hall

Note earlier start time for Winter months – staring with tea & coffee

--------------------WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 6.50–8.30 pm –
- Prayer Meeting and Bible Study on Zoom
Wednesday 10th – CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING

Sunday Mornings Online
Don’t forget that if you are unable to be in the building You
can join the service and also the fellowship on Zoom. In
addition, the service is recorded separately, and goes onto
our YouTube channel, usually on Sunday .
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Please Pray For…

There is much in our world that we can pray about this month:
• Remember Her Majesty the Queen, who has been unwell.
• Pray for our government for wisdom, and for all who work in the NHS
and in schools, as the Covid infection rate remains high.
• Pray for the COP-26 summit in Glasgow, that the nations of the world
will find ways to work together to avoid future climate disasters and
to cherish God’s wonderful creation.
Let us Pray for members and friends of our Church:
• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie, and for the Upper Trosnant
leadership team. Pray for the Church Meeting on 10 November, that
God will be present in and guide all our future plans, and will raise up
new leaders in our Church.
• Remember the Sunday Services, and pray for the preaching of God’s
word, that it will be powerful and effective.
• Pray for the Advent interviews being planned and prepared, that they
will be a great witness of the true meaning of looking forward to
Christmas.
• Lift up Pastor Richard and Dale Norman as they continue their studies
at Cardiff, and for Dale as he begins his ministerial placement.
• Pray for Daniel Pearson as he recovers from heart surgery.
• Praise God that Doreen Harrison is steadily regaining her strength.
• Pray for Keith Fordham as he awaits news of upcoming surgery
• Pray for our brother Ron Saunders, who has been in hospital.
• Pray for ‘our’ care homes: Ty Bryn, Ty Ceirios, and the Regency Home.
• Remember ‘our’ missionaries: Helen and Angus Douglas with BMS
World Mission in Nepal, and for their children Caleb, Charis, Esther and
Qiniso; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese, working with the Jewish
community in Toulouse; Sue and Dave Verwey, with Japan Mission.
• Lift up all in our fellowship who are unwell or recovering from illness
or accidents, and for those living with long-term health concerns,
including: Val Attwell, Beryl our ‘Blaenavon friend’, Pam Charles,
Doreen Dixon, Lindsey Firth, Dorothy Lewis, Jean Miles, Helen
Norman, Phil Norman, Janet Pollard, Ann Price, Ron Saunders, Jo
Shanahan, Alwyn and Ann Stephens, Linda Swires-Hennessy, Greta
and Derek Wagg, Marion Webb, Malcolm Williams.
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