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“Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father  

of the heavenly lights...” 
 (James 1 verse 17) 

 

Sunday Services at  
11.00 am and 4.00 pm 

 

A very warm welcome to you 

 
UPPER TROSNANT BAPTIST CHURCH  

 
UPPER TROSNANT BAPTIST CHURCH 



 Contents    
  

 Page 

Letter from Pastor Richard  2 

Pastor’s preaching schedule  3 

Christmas Carol Quiz 3 

Greetings from Doreen 4 

Jesus v. Santa?  5 

CHRISTMAS AT UPPER TROSNANT 7 

Shem’s Story: a poem by Anthea Scott 9 

Services and Meetings 11 

Weekly Rotas 13 

Birthdays in December 14 

Please pray for... 14 

 Invitation to Carols by Candlelight  Back page 

Contact details Back page 

   

     

Newsletter Items: 
 

We are always happy to receive items for the newsletter. 

Please email articles or features for the January edition to 
uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com by Sunday 8th December 2019. 
 
         

Cover Picture: Upper Trosnant’s Christmas Shoeboxes for Blytheswood 
Care. Please pray for their safe transport to Eastern Europe, and that 
each child and adult who receives one will be blessed this Christmas. 
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Letter from Pastor Richard 
 

 
 

Waiting for Christmas 
 

We all know what it is to wait for 
something. A lot of the time we don’t like 
it! WE live in an instant world. We expect 
to have everything now – from instant 
meals to instant credit. We feel that 
somehow, we shouldn’t have to wait for 
anything. Even when waiting for a bus, if 
it is a few minutes late, the complaints 
start.  
 

     Now there are times where waiting is 
not good. I’m sure many of us know the 
frustration of having to wait for medical 
appointment. And, we can become quite anxious. In those situations, the 
sooner the better that we are seen. 
 

     In general, though, I do wonder if we should be prepared to take 
things at a slower pace and relax if things don’t happen immediately. In 
our Christian lives, we shouldn’t expect things to happen at once – we 
are not promised every blessing instantly. The Psalmist writes these 
words: 
 

Wait for the LORD;  
be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

                                                                  (Psalm 27 NIV). 
 

     We are about to enter the season of Advent. This is seen as a time 
of waiting for the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. When he came to earth, 
God’s people had been waiting many centuries for his birth. The irony is 
that when he did come, many did not recognize him.  
 
     In these weeks leading up to Christmas, it is good for us to take some 
time out to stop and wait upon the Lord. Read his Word – you could look 
at Luke chapters 1 and 2 and as you go through it see how many people 
there were waiting for his coming. 
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          And the great thing is this – the coming of Jesus was well worth 
the wait. He came to earth from heaven in human form as God’s Son, so 
that he could live a perfect life, and yet be put to death on a cross at the 
end of it. And because of that, we can know our sins forgiven and a right 
relationship with God – we can be his children. As Paul wrote to the 
Galatians: 
 

When the right time came, God sent his Son…. 
so that he could adopt us as his very own children.  

                                                           (Galatians 4 v 4 – 5 NLT). 
 

     You don’t have to wait too long to join us for our Advent and 
Christmas services, pages 7 and 8 in this Newsletter give the details. We 
would love to see you. 
 

     A very happy Advent and Christmas to you all. 
      

Love in Jesus,                         Pastor Richard 
 

 

 

 

 

   

Christmas Quiz: 
 

Can you name these Christmas Carols?  
 

 1.  Righteous Darkness  
 2.  Arrival Time 24.00 hrs, Weather Cloudless  
 3.  Loyal Followers Advance  
 4.  Far Off in a Feeder  
 5.  Small municipality in Judea southeast of Jerusalem 
 6.  Small Male Percussionist  
 7.  Royal Trio 
 8.  Nocturnal Noiselessness  
 9.  Jehovah take a breather, Cheery Chaps  
10.  Proceed and Enlighten on the Peak 
11.  Delight for this Planet 
12.  Give Attention to the Melodious Celestial Beings  

 
(Answers on page 10)  
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Greetings from Doreen 
 

A Story for Christmas... (just suppose it happened like this!)  
 

     The little town of Bethlehem was full of visitors. There had been a 
decree from Caesar Augustus that everyone should go back to their own 
birthplace to be counted for a census – and you don't disobey Roman 
orders! The local inn was full, and even the family donkey was turned 
out of its stable to make room for the visitors’ donkeys. Benjamin lived 
at the Inn with his Mum and Dad. When he saw their donkey, being tied 
up in the middle of the yard, he was concerned, but his Dad said, “Ben, 
I've got an idea. If you clear out the old stable at the back of the inn – it 
hasn't been used for ages – our donkey can go in there!”  
 

     So – Benjamin set to work. He fetched a big brush, and water from 
the well. Debris, dust, mouldy straw, huge spiders to deal with, but 
eventually the room was clean. He shook the old hay from the manger 
and filled it with fresh hay that still carried the sweet scent of summer 
flowers and sunshine. He tethered the donkey in a corner, also with a 
fresh supply of hay, and he even collected some flowers and arranged 
them in a small pot on the window ledge! His dad came in at that 
moment.  “Ben,” he said, “This stable is fit for a king!” 
 

     Benjamin was sleeping in the kitchen, on account of all the visitors 
requiring every room in the inn. It was still dark when he suddenly woke 
up. He could hear a baby crying! He sat up. His Mum was there, carrying 
a blanket and a bowl of water. His Dad was there as well. Benjamin 
asked, “Did I hear a baby crying?” His Dad replied, “Yes, you did. Last 
night two more travellers came. There was no room in the Inn, but I 
remembered your stable! A baby was born there, his mother cutched him 
down in the hay you put in the manger.” Benjamin followed his Mum and 
Dad into the old stable. A second donkey was tethered by his donkey, a 
man and a lady were carefully watching a baby, sleeping safe and warm 
in soft, sweet hay. The stable had indeed become – fit for the King!                     

 

Suppose Benjamin had left the stable as it was, full of the junk and 
jettison of years of neglect and misuse? Consider the words of this 
Christmas carol: “O Holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. 
Cast  out  our  sin,    and enter in,  be born  in us  today.   We hear  the 
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Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell. O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Immanuel.”  
 

Don't be too busy to have a good clear out, ready for Christmas! 
Philippians chapter 4 verses 4 to 7 say, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and 
again I say, rejoice. Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God, and the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, WILL keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus.”                     

 With love, from Doreen 

  
 

Jesus v. Santa? 
 

❖ Santa lives at the North Pole. 
❖ JESUS is everywhere. 

 
❖ Santa rides in a sleigh. 
❖ JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water. 

 
❖ Santa comes but once a year. 
❖ JESUS is an ever-present help. 

 
❖ Santa fills your stockings with goodies. 
❖ JESUS supplies all your needs. 

 
❖ Santa comes down your chimney uninvited. 
❖ JESUS stands at your door and knocks, and then enters your 

heart. 

 
❖ You have to stand in line to see Santa. 
❖ JESUS is as close as the mention of His name. 

 
❖ Santa lets you sit on his lap. 
❖ JESUS lets you rest in His arms. 
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❖ Santa doesn't know your name, all he can say is "Hi little boy or 
girl, What's your name?" 

❖ JESUS knew our name before we did. Not only does He know our 
name, He knows our address too. He knows our history and future 
and He even knows how many hairs are on our heads. 

 

❖ Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly. 
❖ JESUS has a heart full of love. 

 

❖ All Santa can offer is HO HO HO. 
❖ JESUS offers health, help and hope. 

 
❖ Santa says, "You better not cry." 
❖ JESUS says, "Cast all your cares on me for I care for you.” 

 
❖ Santa’s little helpers make toys. 
❖ JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken 

homes and builds mansions. 

 
❖ Santa may make you chuckle. 
❖ JESUS gives you joy that is your strength. 

 
❖ Santa puts gifts under your tree. 
❖ JESUS became our gift and died on the tree. 

 
❖ It's obvious there is really no comparison. 

 

❖ We need to remember WHO Christmas is all about. 
 

❖ We need to put Christ back in Christmas. 
 
❖ Jesus is still the reason for the season. 

 
❖ Yes, Jesus is better, he is even better than Santa Claus! 
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CHRISTMAS  AT UPPER TROSNANT 
 

Lighting the Advent Candles 
Please join us at 11 am and 4 pm on the 4 
Sundays before Christmas as we light candles 
and count down to the coming of Jesus: 

 

1st Sunday: 1st December - "Jesus: Light of the World." 
 

2nd Sunday: 8th December - "Jesus: Good news to share." 
 

3rd Sunday: 15th December - "Jesus: Peace for our times." 
 

4th Sunday: 22nd December – "Jesus: Love comes down." 
 

All services are followed by a time of fellowship with tea, coffee and 
biscuits in the Hall.  
 

Carol Services 
 

We are holding two Carol Services this year – 
and everyone is welcome to either – or both. 
The All-age service is particularly suitable for 
families and children (including children of all 
ages!) while the candlelit service will be a 
traditional celebration of carols and readings. 
 

All-Age Carol Service – Sunday 15th December at 4.00 pm 
 

Carols by Candlelight – Sunday 22nd December at 4.00 pm 
 

Both services will be followed by tea, coffee, cakes and mince pies.  
 

Christmas Day Worship 
Jesus IS the reason for the season!  

Make your Christmas Day extra-special by including a short service of 
praise and worship, and an opportunity to greet one another with 
wishes for a blessed and happy Christmas.  
 

December 25th from 10.00 – 10.45 am. 
7 



Carol Singing 
 

Come and share the joy of Christmas in song! 
  

❖ At local residential homes:  
• Monday 2nd at 3 pm - at Ty Bryn 

• Monday 16th at 2 pm - at Ty Ceirios 
• Friday 20th at 2 pm - at Regency 

 

❖ And please join us as we sing to Upper Trosnant’s 
neighbours at Aneurin Bevan Court and Trosnant Villas:  

 

• Wednesday 18th December at 7.00 pm.  
(There will be an opportunity to pray in the Hall for any unable 
to venture outdoors, after which we will all come together for 
fellowship and refreshments.) 
 

Special Christmas Meetings 
 

Ladies' Prayer Retreat  
Tuesday 3rd December, 10am-12 pm 

 

Our ‘Christmas Special’ will be led by the Covenant Players in drama and 
song. Everyone is welcome even if you do not usually attend Prayer 
Retreat.  

Sisterhood 
Tuesday 3rd December: Christmas Lunch 
 (booking essential; please speak to Annmarie) 

 

Tuesday 17th December at 3 pm 
Christmas Social 

 All ladies are welcome but please let Annmarie 
know if you are coming for catering purposes.  
  

Eastern Valley Men's Fellowship 
 

Tuesday 10th December at 7.00 pm 
Please join us for Christmas Food and Fellowship 
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Shem’s Story 
 

Hello, I’m a donkey. My name is Shem. 
I carried Mary to Bethlehem. 
 

Joseph walked by my side.  
My! Our feet were so tired 
on that journey from Nazareth  
 

to Bethlehem. 
 

They talked of the baby that Mary would have, 
and an angel that told the Babe’s name, 
and when they said, “Jesus” my feet felt less tired, 
and I gave a glad toss of my mane, 
 

and the road seemed nearer to Bethlehem. 
 

The lights of the city at last we could see. 
“Oh thanks be to God,” Joseph said. 
I thought, “hip-hooray! A big bag of hay, 
and a lovely warm, straw-smelling bed. 
 

“At last we’re arriving in Bethlehem.” 
 

But, KNOCK KNOCK on all doors… 
“No room,” people said. “Full up! Go away! Try next door!” 
“I’ve room in my stable, one innkeeper said.  
“But you’ll have to sleep on the floor. 
 

“We are crowded tonight in Bethlehem.” 
 

The stable we found, and were welcomed  
with many a snort and a neigh. 
But Joseph found room for Mary to lie, 
and he covered her quietly with hay. 
I ate, and drank and I rested and slept, 
so glad we had found our way 
 

to Bethlehem. 
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I woke in the night with a jump and a kick, 
As the stable door burst open wide, 
And shepherds came running and tumbling, eyes shining, 
And knelt at the manger’s side, 
 

At the manger, in the stable, in Bethlehem. 
 
I could not understand all that they said, 
But they talked of “good news” and “great joy”, 
And a whole choir of angels just singing for them, 
And a saviour, a new baby boy! 
 

Lying in a manger in Bethlehem. 
 
At the cry of a baby, I turned, and I saw Him, 
The One we’d been waiting for, 
And I hee-hawed with joy till I thought I should burst! 
And my hooves danced a jig on the floor. 
 

Such joy in that stable in Bethlehem. 
 
Now I know I’m not clever at working things out. 
And I know I’m not very bright. 
But I KNOW with great joy, in my dull, donkey’s heart, 
I had carried the Saviour that night… 
 

… to Bethlehem.  
by Anthea Scott  

 
Answers to Carol Quiz on p.3 

 
1. O Holy Night     7. We three kings 
2. It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  8. Silent night 
3. O Come, All Ye Faithful             9. God rest ye, Merry Gentlemen 
4. Away in a Manger                   10. Go, Tell it on the mountain 
5. O Little town of Bethlehem       11. Joy to the World 

6. Little Drummer Boy               12. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
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Services/Meetings 
 

Sunday 1st        11.00 am The Rev. Richard Harrison 

   4.00 pm The Rev. Richard Harrison (Communion) 

Sunday 8th   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles 

Sunday 15th  11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles (Communion) 

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles: All Age Carols 
Sunday 22nd   11.00 am Pastor Richard Miles  

   4.00 pm Pastor Richard Miles: Candlelit Carols  

Christmas Day  

Weds 25th  10.00 am Mr Dale Norman 

Sunday 29th  11.00 am Mr Dale Norman (BMS Offering) 

   4.00 pm Mr Dale Norman (BMS Offering) 
    

Sisterhood Meetings  
 

Tuesdays 3rd    Christmas Lunch (see Annmarie) 

at 3 pm 10th   Richard Harrison  

 17th   Christmas Social  

 24th and 31st   No Meeting 
  
Mid-week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 

 

Wednesdays    4th                 Pastor Richard 

6.50 – 8.30 pm 11th  Evening of Prayer 
 

18th  Carol Singing  
 

25th  No Meeting!  
 

 

For your Diary: Church Meetings in 2020 
 

Wednesday 4th March - AGM 
Wednesday 3rd June 

Wednesday 2nd September 
Wednesday 18th November 
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Ladies’ Prayer Retreat  

Please join us from 10 am – 12 noon on Tuesday 3rd December, when 
our Christmas Special meeting will be led by the Covenant Players. 
Coffee is served at the beginning of the meeting.  

 
Ladies’ Bible Study and Fellowship Meeting 

Please see Annmarie for details of what is happening in December.  

 
Eastern Valley Men’s Christian Fellowship 

Gentlemen are invited to join us on Tuesday 10th December at 7.00 
pm as we gather for Christmas fellowship.  
 
Open House 
Ladies and Gentlemen are invited to join us from 2.00 – 4.00 pm on 
Monday 9th December, for a time of friendship and light refreshments. 
 
 
Prayer in the Vestry: Monday 2nd, 9th and 16th December,  

from 8.45 - 9.45 am. 
 

 
Christians Against Poverty Prayer Meeting: No meeting 

 
Monday Night Prayer Meetings in Torfaen, in the Vestry 

2nd December, 7.00 pm Prayer for outreach in our valley. 

9th December, 7.00 pm Prayer for children’s and youth work in 
our valley.  

16th December, 7.00 pm Prayer for children’s and youth work in 
our valley. 
 

 

Leadership Team Meeting: No Meeting 
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Weekly Rotas 
  

 
Sunday 1st       Flowers Janet Pollard  

 Duty Deacon  am Keith Fordham, pm Annmarie Miles  

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door/Offering – pm Jill Morley 

  

Sunday 8th    Flowers Clare Hopkins 

 Duty Deacon am Dale Norman, pm Clare Hopkins 

 Door – am Clare Hopkins  

 Teas – am  Clare Hopkins 

 Door/Offering – pm Priscilla Pearson 

  

Sunday 15th        Flowers Helen Norman 

 Duty Deacon am & pm Annmarie Miles 

 Door – am Helen Norman 

 Teas – am  Helen Norman    

 Door– pm 

Offering – pm  

Anthea Scott 

Clare Hopkins 

  

Sunday 22nd          Flowers Annmarie Miles 

 Duty Deacon          am & pm  Annmarie Miles 

 Door – am Anthea Scott 

 Teas – am  Rhoswyn Williams   

 Door – pm Jill Morley   

   

Sunday 29th        Flowers Dale & Naomi Norman 

 Duty Deacon          am Keith Fordham, pm Dale Norman 

 Door – am Barbara Fordham 

 Teas – am  Barbara Fordham 

 Door – pm (N.A. Informal service in hall) 
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Please Pray For 

  

• Pray for Pastor Richard and Annmarie as they work among us, and 
for our Leadership Team, that the Lord will be with them as they 
make plans for our Church in the weeks leading up to Christmas.  

• Pray for all the children and young people who come to S Club, and 
for Sue as she leads the group. Pray for new families with children 
to come to our Church. 

• Pray for the Christmas meetings of all our organisations: Open 
House, the Ladies’ Evening, Sisterhood, Prayer Retreat, the Men’s 
Fellowship... 

• Pray for our local community, especially for those who are struggling 
to feed themselves and keep warm in the cold winter months. Pray 
for the organisations that can help them, including Christians 
Against Poverty and the Food Bank.  

• Pray for the outreach work in our town, including the open-air 
preachers and the Christian Book Shop.  

• Pray for all those we know who work for God, including Mike and 
Sue Martin in Exmouth; Margaret and Roy Collins-Reese in 
Toulouse; Sue and Dave Verwey in Japan; Dale and Naomi Norman 
with Covenant Players.  

• Pray for all who are prevented by age or infirmity from worshipping 
with us on Sundays, including Ron Saunders in Plas-y-Garn. 

• Pray for Eileen as she recovers from a serious stroke, and for 
Barbara and Keith, Steve and Caitlin as they visit and support her. 

• Pray for those who are unwell or who are recovering from illness or 
accidents, including: Doreen Dixon, Lindsey Firth, Doreen Harrison, 
Annmarie Miles, Jean Miles, Helen Norman, Phil Norman, Janet 
Pollard, Ann Price, Jo Shanahan, Ann Stephens, Greta and Derek 
Wagg, Marion Webb, Malcolm Williams, Marion Williams… 
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Please join us for 

Carols by 
Candlelight  
on 

 

Sunday 22nd  
December 

at 4.00 pm  
 

Everyone is welcome. 
Followed by free 
refreshments.  

See page 7 for 

full details of all Christmas services and events. 
 

*********** 
 

Contact Details 
 

 
Upper Trosnant Baptist Church 
Lower Bridge Street 
Pontypool  
Torfaen 
NP4 6JU 
 

Contact: Pastor Richard Miles 
Email: uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01495 751020                               www.trosnant.org 

mailto:uppertrosnantbc@gmail.com
http://www.trosnant.org/

